SIERRA LEONE 
        Dec. 27 2006 - Jan. 8 2007

Birding “Salone”
I visited Sierra Leone with Joan Clark to see her very last family in the Clements list of 204 bird families, represented here by the White-necked Picathartes, and in addition to see as many of the West African specialities as possible. 16 of the 17 Upper Guinea endemics occur (not Liberian Greenbul), and a few other hard to get West African species as well.  Sierra Leone has had a traumatic recent past and was long off-limits due to 10 years of civil war. However the various warlords are now dead, in prison awaiting war crimes trials, or exiled, and it is at the moment a safe, if very under-developed, country. It is also now the best place to see these birds since Ivory Coast is currently unsafe to visit. Very few birders or tourists have been to Sierra Leone, other than aid workers, UN personnel, a handful of South African tour-leaders and some RSPB workers doing surveys of Gola Forest and Rockfowl sites, a highly commendable extension to RSPB activities.

General Information

A visa must be obtained before departure for £50. See slhc-uk.org.uk. The application requires a "letter of invitation", but a copy of an email will do. I got mine in one day by going to the embassy in London.


There are a few Internet cafes in Freetown, and there is amazingly wide mobile phone coverage. The unit of currency is the Leone, the exchange rate in Dec 2006 being 5,200 to the £ at the airport. Hotel accommodation is usually of a good standard but quite expensive in the cities, basic elsewhere; restaurants are basic outside of the cities. Bottled water, soft drinks and local beer are fairly cheap and widely available.


Tourists are very much still a novelty and this is one of the poorest countries I have ever been to, though the people are very friendly, many speaking English, the official language. Birding was damn difficult, the toughest I’ve known in Africa, being mostly in tall rain forest where trapping is rife, density of birds low and with not much in the way of vocalization or feeding flocks. Insects were surprisingly and mercifully scarce, especially mosquitoes.


We flew to Lagos with Virgin Atlantic, and then transferred to the curiously named Bellview Airlines for the 3-hour flight to Freetown. Transfer in Nigeria is of course problematic, you don’t need a visa but have to get through immigration to get your bags by paying a policeman to walk you through customs and immigration and then to the nearby departure lounge. They like to have donations “for a big breakfast”, and there is always the risk of getting delayed by someone having a bad day, so this is not a recommended route, it’s all way too nerve-wracking! A friend of mine spent US$500 on a night in Lagos in transit to Sierra Leone. British Airways, Bellview Airlines and something called Astraeus also fly to Freetown, and vary in price. 





Freetown’s Lungi Airport lies on the far side of the bay, a long way by road from the town. Occasional and erratically scheduled ferries cross the bay cheaply; helicopter ($40 or $50) is quicker and best when arriving in late evening / early morning, but the huge and ancient chopper looks like a Vietnam veteran and is I reckon a high risk venture. 

The ground arrangements were organised by Kenneth Gbenga, who has worked in Gambia and Senegal in tourism but recently returned home. It is important to agree a fair price first and stick to it. He is sporadically contactable on factsfinding@yahoo.com when he is in Freetown. He accompanied us throughout and worked very hard (albeit idiosyncratically). He had taken Ian Sinclair recently, and Jon Hornbuckle, Trevor Ford and Eric Decker on 3 separate tours about 2 weeks before us. Be aware that he is not a bird guide per se, and does not really know the calls, but he does knows where the key sites are and can generally sort logistics out.  A nice guy called Alhaji out at Gola seems to really know his birds and would be an invaluable contact, Kenneth knows him but he (Alhaji) is often away on survey work.


Our problems arose with a seriously problematic vehicle, seemingly all that was available at the price Kenneth wanted to pay, and we were plagued with endlessly frustrating daily breakdowns, which cut seriously into time in the field and our enjoyment of the trip. Kabba the driver was a super field mechanic and worked wonders keeping the bloody heap of junk running, though he must have drunk loads of diesel clearing the fuel pump each time. The other problem was we had no a/c and the roads were mostly very dusty and bumpy, so open windows were a necessity, and we were usually covered in red dust when travelling. Vehicle-hire is very expensive due to the UN and aid agencies, the main renters, paying high rates. Locals travel in over-crowded vans or on the back of motorbikes. Back-country roads are badly pot-holed, and it takes a very long time to get anywhere. It is best to not be in a hurry and abandon all western concepts of timetables, welcome to the land of rubber time. Kenneth is also addicted to mobile phone use and had to be banned from shouting into one when we were trying to bird nearby!


The weather was sunny but surprisingly cool, not at all humid, with a strong harmattan effect this year and much atmospheric dust on some days. It was dry throughout, the rainy season being April to mid-November. December to February is the best time to visit as regards climate, but may not be the best time for bird vocalization. September-October may be better for that, but is risky as it can still be pretty wet at this time. 


We had a successful trip for the Picathartes but were very frustrated by the vehicle problems, my feeling is that 3 days around the Freetown area would be good, then 2 nights up to Bumbuna with the option of a Tiwai extension (which adds a day’s travel each way to the itinerary). Gola was very hard, we did badly there and it probably requires lots more time than we had. It is not a country for the faint-hearted, it is desperately impoverished and reconciliation is fragile, go while you can but be prepared, it ain’t easy.


Jon Hornbuckle has a useful trip report on Worldtwitch, and visitsierraleone.org has quite a lot of useful info. Take both Birds of Western Africa (Borrow and Demy) and Birds of Africa South of the Sahara (Sinclair and Ryan), as taxonomy varies and some illustrations differ greatly for the same species!
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Itinerary

· December 26 2006 Dep. Heathrow 2300 Virgin Atlantic

· Day 1 Dec. 27 Lagos 0530-0830, Bellview Airlines 3 hours to Freetown 1030 local time – Mariam Hotel, Aberdeen; to Guma Valley Dam road, Western Peninsula 1500-1930. Overnight Hotel Mariam.

· Day 2 Dec. 28- Guma Dam catchment area 0700-1100. Guma # 2 Beach 1130-1530; Guma # 2 Trail then boat trip 1700-1900 coinciding with low tide, which made for a fraught landing. Overnight Hotel Mariam.

· Day 3 Dec. 29- Stream on edge of Freetown shanty town (Oriole Warbler site); Regent Road Chimp Sanctuary track; drive to Makeni 2 hrs then Magburaka arr. 1830. Overnight Pampana Guest-House.

· Day 4 Dec. 30- Bumbuna 0730-1130. Lunch Magburaka, 3 hrs to Bo on rough road, then 1 hr to Kenema. Overnight at Pastoral Centre.

· Day 5 Dec. 31- Kambui Res. South 0700-1300; wetlands near Kenema 1630-1800. Overnight at Pastoral Centre.

· Day 6 Jan. 1- 2007 Bambuna Village Kambui North 0730-1130; Kambui Res South 1530-1930. Overnight Pastoral Centre.

· Day 7 Jan. 2- Kenema to Zimmi, 3 hrs arr. 1400 after many breakdowns; Gola East FR 1700-1800. Overnight Zimmi Guest House.

· Day 8 Jan. 3- Gola East FR 0700-1230 and 1530-1800. Overnight Zimmi GH.

· Day 9 Jan. 4-Gola East till 1230. Car breakdown, left Zimmi 1800 for Tiwai Is. Overnight Tiwai Is.

· Day 10 Jan. 5- Tiwai Is. Forest trails. Moa River boat trip 1630-1845. Overnight Tiwai Is.

· Day 11 Jan. 6- Tiwai is 0530-1000; Drive to Bo (2 hrs) then to Freetown (5 hrs, multiple breakdowns). Overnight Teacher’s Union Hotel.

· Day 12 Jan. 7- Shambolic final day. Regent Town chimp sanctuary farce, denied access due to escaped and supposedly murderous chimps, Freetown Peninsula circular drive via Guma River # 2, pm brief foray to Guma Dam, then back to hotel. Left hotel 2000, caught ferry at 2200 (due 2100), reached Lungi airport 2230 to find all in darkness. Brief overnight Lungi Hotel nearby, which we paid.

· Day 13 Jan. 8 Left Lungi Hotel 0230, airport opened at 0415 for a 0500 departure on Bellview B241 to Lagos, paying a US$40 departure tax.  Bought our way through customs and immigration at Lagos, which was a major hassle, and caught Virgin Atlantic to Heathrow. 

Daily Log

We arrived at Freetown almost on time after a brief delay for fog, cleared customs and immigration easily and were met by our guide Kenneth Gbengba who escorted us to the helicopter terminal. We were soon flying across the bay in an ancient relic of a helicopter, with 3 other passengers, and no safety briefing, before safely landing and taking a short taxi ride to the Hotel Mariam. My room had just been nuked with mozzie spry and required a gas mask, but it soon dissipated and we had a rest until mid-afternoon.  A beat-up old car arrived and we drove through the outskirts of Freetown on a very rough road to Guma Dam, where the car broke down (the first of many such situations) and we walked on up to the Picathartes site. I saw Johanna’s and Scarlet-tufted Sunbirds, and we heard Yellow-casqued Hornbill and had a fly-by of Yellow-billed Turaco, but the star bird was the White-necked Picathartes. A short steep scramble up a rocky slope led to a 10-minute wait by the colony on a rock face, and sure enough the birds then came hopping through, staying to preen for a time too, just fantastic, but a pity we were so tired!   A slow drive through heavy traffic back to the Hotel, a quick dinner and then blessed sleep.

· Next day we did Guma Dam again, seeing Yellow-casqued Hornbill, Yellow-billed Turaco, White-tailed Alethe, Ussher’s Flycatcher etc. and one of the few bird parties we encountered. Then went to Guma Beach #2 resort, complete with surf lifesavers! Royal Terns, and Western Reef Egrets were nice, but a trip up a forest trail was unproductive and an improvised canoe trip downriver on a falling tide gave only Swamp Palm Bulbul and a Mouse-coloured Sunbird, with a problematic landing back by the village! 

· Day 3 saw us negotiate horrible traffic through the middle of the city, past an amazing huge banyan stranded on a traffic island amidst total chaos, and covered in hundreds of Straw-coloured fruit-bats, clinging onto the trunk amidst the noise and fumes!  A stop at a shanty in east Freetown got us very good Oriole Warbler and Crimson Seedcracker, and then our wretched dilapidated 4WD turned up late and our mechanical troubles began- the fuel pump having no cover was a major concern right away! We also collected Adama, Ken’s high school girl cook-cum-concubine, whose culinary skills were to prove a tad limited. We then went over to Regent Town, getting Pied-winged Swallow en route, and saw Melancholy Woodpecker there, and hearing all about the homicidal chimp too, of which more later. We left after lunch at the Teacher’s Union Hotel on the rough dusty road to Makeni then Magburaka, coming in to town as it got dark- I was not anxious to be on the roads in the dark to put it mildly, due to the risk of unlit vehicles and livestock.

· Day 4 We did Bumbuna for Turati’s Boubou and Emerald Starling, being lucky to see just one of the latter and also getting Red-vented Malimbe, Little Green Woodpecker and Guinea Turaco. The Sierra Leone Prinia site was unproductive but we did see Blackcap Babbler there. Then drove to Bo and Kenema, about 4 hours with a couple of breakdowns en route, checking into the Pastoral Centre (which was actually closed for the holidays but they very kindly let us stay.) The only Buff-throated Sunbird of the trip was in the grounds as we arrived. I had thought it would be common, so don’t take anything for granted in Sierra Leone! Forbes’ Plover was on the rice paddies as we neared the town. Kenema is a big diamond centre, full of dubious Lebanese and Russians, and lots of bar girls, to Joan’s amazement.

· Day 5 A disappointing day, with a trip out to Kambui South meaning a long and tedious walk through farm bush to get to good forest, then finding out that this was actually also a Picathartes spot except we had not brought much water or lunch as we’d thought it was at another site. Doh!   Still, we did get Blue-headed Wood-Dove, Coppery-tailed Starling and Icterine Greenbul.

· Day 6. I always hate New Year’s Day, the birding is always a let-down and this year was no exception. We got to Kambui South on a very bad track from Bambuna village, with several breakdowns en route. Nice forest but quite hot and few birds, Chestnut-bellied Helmet-Shrike was the star and a sizeable flock of Naked-faced Barbets, with good looks at Sharpe’s Apalis too. PM we walked all the way back up to the Picathartes site at Kambui South, and spent from 1715-1815 at the amazing rock nest site with no sign of the birds, a big disappointment as this was such a great spot. The walk back did get us Black-shouldered Nightjar singing and flying around so that was some compensation for such a trek.

· Day 7 We left for Zimmi, the gateway to Gola East and West, a 3-hour journey, and checked in at the sparsely occupied, comfortable United Nations guesthouse. The girder bridge not too far out of Kenema goes over a nice rocky river and here we had Egyptian Plover, African Skimmer and White-throated Blue-Swallow. Late afternoon on the road through Gola forest was very disappointing. The next day and a half was spent here, concentrating on the RSPB trail in Gola East. 

· Day 8 Gola East and bad car troubles. Very quiet, highlight Johanna’s Sunbirds, Spotted Greenbul, Blue-crested Flycatcher and a Tit-Hylia. We should have gone a bit further down the trail but we didn’t know that at the time.

· Day 9 Gola East in the UHHCR 4 WD as ours was bagarup, highlight Blue Cuckoo-shrike. Kenneth picked a fight with the immigration guys at the checkpoint on the road to the Liberian border and insisted on driving through without stopping. We then had some ludicrous scenes, I was surprised he wasn’t arrested. I wasted several hours getting it all calmed down and retrieving our passports, the guys were just doing their job and were very polite to me, the whole situation was farcical and totally avoidable- just let them inspect your documents, finish. Our vehicle was away being repaired for most of the day and I got to the point of arranging a bush taxi to get us back to Freetown next day as I was so fed up. We were offered two small pinkish diamonds too, but I was worried about getting killed so declined the offer.......

Around 1700 the temporarily fixed up truck resurfaced and we mucked about buying new plugs before setting off for Tiwai at dusk, a bad and dangerous time to travel. Luckily it’s only an hour or so and we broke down just twice, so a minor triumph really, with fantastic Long-tailed Nightjars as compensation. A very entertaining ferry crossing saw us being pulled over the river on a barge, then the villagers at Tiwai transferred us across to Tiwai Is. Kenneth had upset them earlier and had sworn not to go back here as I later discovered, but it all seemed OK for us and this is a good site. Quite a day really.

· Day 10 Tiwai Is. Lots of trails, few birds, noisy primates. One bird party had a wonderful Black Dwarf Hornbill, Maxwell’s Black Weaver and Yellow-mantled Weaver but birds were quiet and scarce and the guides did not really know where the White- b Guineafowl might be. A boat trip late pm was very nice and got us Egyptian Plover, the chestnut collared liberiae race of Rock Pratincole, White-crowned Lapwing, a brilliant White-crested Hornbill, Red-thighed Sparrowhawk and an unexpected Fraser’s Forest Flycatcher. I was intensely annoyed to find a nocturnal boat trip had been unarranged by Kenneth, as I wanted to look for fish-owls and pygmy hippo, one of his money saving scams. Two amazing distantly calling owls came right in to tape BUT just stayed out of view, I even saw a branch bounce as one took off but we never got a view. Kenneth claimed they were Rufous Fish-Owl and I have a tape to i. d.- in a way I hope they were not!  

· Day 11 A dawn foray for me without a sighting of the owls, though what sounds like Olive Ibis were vocal, then a walk along trails and a very nice Forest Robin and Red-billed Dwarf-Hornbill as the highlights. Began the trip back to Freetown about 1000, with multiple breakdowns en route and no birds. Did lunch in Bo and got back to the Teacher’s Union Hotel not long after dark, after some very kind guys helped us out with the dreaded truck. The hotel was OK, not too noisy, but suffered a power-cut, a common occurrence in SL.

· Day 12 Another anticlimactic day, as our foray out to the forest at Regent Town was cut short by paranoia by the park owners about homicidal chimps, and we got asked to leave. This was a shame as there were potentially some good birds awaiting, though we did manage a fine Grey-headed Bristlebill as the last tick of the trip. The desperate over-riding poverty and lack of a future is quite depressing, and the contrast with the brand new US$60 million American Embassy is embarrassing, no doubt lots of government diplomats got rich on those contracts. Guma # 2 was hot and not birdy, and then we found that due to the erratic ferry schedules we had not enough time to farewell the Picathartes as we had hoped. 


We left the hotel at 2000 and the ferry went at 2200, an hour late. The wharf area is quite dilapidated and dodgy, it was good to have an escort here and particularly at the other end where lots of drunk and aggressive youths made life tense as Kenneth haggled over getting a vehicle. The airport was of course closed and in darkness, so to cut all the nonsense short we checked into the Lungi Hotel for a brief couple of hours and went out too early at 0230 next day. The airport stayed in total darkness till 0415, with the flight about 10 minutes away! Getting out we got slugged a $40 departure tax, and then the security guys wanted a gift to let us through, ah West Africa, it never changes. In all the confusion and darkness we missed saying farewell to Kenneth, which was a shame as he did work hard on our behalf despite it all.

· The Bellview flight was very good and on time, Lagos a hellhole as ever, and was I ever happy to be on the overcrowded and noisy Virgin Atlantic flight out to Heathrow, smelly and regrettably adjacent babies notwithstanding.

Comments on Localities

Freetown

There is good forest on the Western Peninsula, most accessible at Guma Dam. Can be birded along a quiet road there and a trail to the coast. A short steep walk up from the road above the dam takes you to a Rockfowl site where we had excellent views at 5:30-45 pm. The Regent Town Chimp Rehab Sanctuary track has good secondary forest) with Forest Scrub-Robin and Capuchin Babbler), although officially closed at present due to a chimp going berserk and killing one of its guards! Pied-winged Swallow occurs near here in the scrub savanna by the refugee camp. A creek by a shantytown in east Freetown has Crimson Seedcracker and Oriole Warbler, well worth a quick stop, and Shining-Blue Kingfisher is a possibility here. White-crested Tiger-Herons can be found in the mangroves along No. 2 River and near the airport according to Ken, but our 2-hour evening boat trip was unproductive. There is also a quite good loop road around the peninsula which gets into some pretty fair forest, which we only did in the heat of the day.

Gola Forest Reserve is the largest area of Upper Guinea rainforest in Sierra Leone. It occupies the south-eastern edge of the country on the Liberian border and is divided into four sections: Gola North (45,800 ha), Gola East (22,800 ha) and Gola West (6,200 ha) are Forest Reserves, while Tiwai Island (1,300 ha) is a Game Sanctuary. Tiwai Island is situated in the Moa River, 10 km north-west of Gola West. Gola West and East are contiguous, separated only by the Mahoi river and a road, while Gola North lies about 5 km north-east of Gola East. Gola North is fairly hilly, with most land lying above 300 m.

Gola East and West can be birded from the main road north of Zimmi, 30 minutes away. There is only one obvious trail going into the East forest, about 1.5 km from the Reserve boundary. This has been cleared by the RSPB, safely to a shortish swamp crossing, rather dangerously beyond it with numerous saplings cut-off some 30cm above the ground so that a slip could find you impaled on several sharp spikes. This is a good site for W-b Guineafowl and Red-fronted Antpecker has been seen here, also Blue Cuckoo-shrike and Tit-Hylia. The road and a farmbush trail on the right, just after the big swamp before reaching Gola reserve, are sites for Fiery-breasted Bush-shrike, Red-cheeked Wattle-eye and Capuchin Babbler. 


We did not do Gola North, which can be accessed by driving to Belebu. The trail up to the ridge holds Brown-cheeked Hornbill and possibly Gola Malimbe and Nimba Flycatcher. 

Tiwai Island is a good site, run by a local NGO that can provide camping equipment and a cook. We stayed in tents pitched in the main camp area close to the riverbank. It can be reached by road and ferry and is a couple of hours from Bo. We found the best of the many trails to be one running left from the far left corner of the research station, but birding is still very hard here. White-b Guineafowl occur, African Pitta is possible, Spot-breasted and Olive Ibis are known as are Gola Cuckoo-shrike and Rufous Fishing-Owl, but all are very problematic. It’s also a great spot for primates, with the lovely Diana Monkey, Sooty Mangabey, Western Red Colobus, Western Black & White Colobus and Chimps occurring. Pygmy Hippo is also here but would be a major effort to find, but worth asking the locals.

Kambui Hills

Situated near the large town of Kenema, Kambui Hills South is accessed at Bambuna village or from the highway just past the army checkpoint as you are coming into Kenema, about 90 minutes walking through farmbush from here. A good trail leads through plantations and farmbush to logged primary forest and eventually to a Rockfowl site on a huge slanting rock by a stream. We found it disappointing; the Picathartes did not appear despite there being six old nests. The forest is quite good though and we had Blue-headed Wood-Dove, Coppery-tailed Starling, Icterine Greenbul, Sharpe’s Apalis and a Black-shouldered Nightjar singing and flying in as we walked back at dusk. The rice paddies just outside Kenema held Forbes’ Plover. 

Bumbuna

This scrappy hilly area in the north consists of wooded savanna and cultivated land. We saw Guinea Turaco, Little Green Woodpecker, Emerald Starling, Blackcap Babbler, Turati's Boubou and Red-vented Malimbe, also Pearl-spotted Owlet, which is not supposed to be in Salone.

Other sites (courtesy of Jon Hornbuckle)
There is forest near Kono, very good according to Kenneth but a long walk to reach. He says this is the best site for Baumann's Greenbul. The mountainous Loma area in the north is said to be the best for the Prinia, but takes a day to reach and two or more days may be needed to find the bird. Black-capped Rufous-Warbler occurs in a forest patch near the river bridge at Mongeri, west of Bo. A better site for the latter is said to be Kangari Hills.

Sierra Leone is an at times rewarding but extremely challenging country for birding. Expect tough conditions and to do your own bird-finding, my feeling is that 3 days around the Freetown area would be good, then 2 nights up to Bumbuna with the option of a Tiwai extension (which adds a day’s travel each way to the itinerary). Best to go with a tour group, or use Kenneth for logistics if you are happy to find and identify your own birds.

Species List 

Bold type denotes a lifer for PG,  * is heard only

Olive (Green) Ibis * 
Bostrychia  olivacea
Ibis calling loudly at dawn on Tiwai Is. on the last day there sounded like the tape of Green Ibis to me.

Hadeda Ibis 

Bostrychia hagadesh
Just two sightings, near Kenema and at Tiwai.

Woolly-necked Stork

Ciconia episcopus

Three birds perched by the creek at the entrance to the trail at Gola East and one at Tiwai.

Grey Heron 

Ardea cinerea

Two sightings of 5 birds near Freetown.

Great Egret 

Egretta alba

Just a single seen near Kenema.

Western Reef Heron
Egretta gularis gularis

This nominate subspecies was a new taxon for me, I’ve only seen the Middle East schistacea otherwise. There were 8 at Guma # 1 in the river estuary, all dark phase, with a single there on Jan. 7.

Little Egret

Egretta garzetta

A few near Freetown and Kenema.

Cattle Egret

 Bubulcus ibis
Small numbers seen most days, max. 30.

Long-tailed Cormorant

Phalacrocorax africanus
A flying over couple on the Guma R.

Eurasian Honey-Buzzard

Pernis apivorus

One soaring over at Regent Town on Jan. 7 was unexpected.

Yellow-billed Kite 

Milvus (migrans) parasiticus

Seen in small numbers most days, max. 10.

Palm-nut Vulture 

Gypohierax angolensis

Two were at Guma Dam and singles at Gola East and Tiwai.

Hooded Vulture

Necrosyrtes monachus

Still fairly common, I wonder for how much longer? Seen on most days, maxima were about 40 around Freetown on the first day, we had about 15 around Magburaka and a dozen at Bo.

Western Marsh Harrier

Circus aeruginosus

One was at the Bumbuna SL Prinia site.

African Harrier-Hawk (Gymnogene)

Polyboroides typus

Two seen near Magburaka, 3 near Zimmi and 1 near Freetown.

Lizard Buzzard

Kaupifalco monogrammmicus

Three seen from Kenema to Zimmi and two en route to Bo.

Red-chested Goshawk 

Accipiter toussenelii
One at Guma Dam was perched and gave quite a good view; the chestnut flanks were a good feature. Curiously, Borrow does not split this taxon from African Goshawk.

Shikra

Accipiter badius
One was at the Kenema Pastoral Centre and one near Bo.

Red-thighed Sparrowhawk 

Accipiter erythropus
One tiny bird over the Moa R. at Tiwai, looking very like Little Sparrowhawk on shape. Another flew over the camp calling at dawn next day.

Black Goshawk 

Accipiter melanoleucus

One flew over at our final breakdown spot not too far out of Bo in farmbush country.

Red-necked Buzzard 
Buteo auguralis
Just one was seen, soaring over the peninsula hills near Guma Dam Village # 1.

Steppe Buzzard

Buteo (buteo) vulpinus
One was at Lagos Airport in the harmattan dust on Jan. 8.

Long-crested Eagle

Lophaetus occipitalis
Just a single seen near Magburaka.

Eurasian Kestrel

Falco tinnunculus
A female perched near Regent Town.

Lanner Falcon

Falco biarmicus

Joan found us two soaring over a village near Bumbuna.

Double-spurred Francolin *

Francolinus bicalcaratus
Heard near Kenema on one date.

White-spotted Flufftail * 
Sarothrura pulchra
One was calling early morning at the Turati’s Boubou site at Bumbuna.

African Jacana

Actiphilornis africanus

Singles near Kenema on two dates.

Egyptian Plover

Pluvianus aegyptius
This stunner was seen on rocks by the river near Kenema en route to Zimmi, with 4 birds dotted about and watched from the girder bridge, my first since Nigeria in 1980! Also 3 from the boat on the Moa River on Jan 5.

Rock Pratincole 

Glareola nuchalis liberiae
We saw 30 on Jan. 4 flying at dusk on the river with the ferry en route to Tiwai. Then 6 + on Jan. 5 and 42 on Jan. 6 on rocks in the Moa river, Tiwai Is. This is the chestnut collared subspecies liberiae, a new taxon for me.

White-crowned Lapwing

Vanellus albiceps

Two on the Moa R. at Tiwai on Jan 5 were a surprise, a species I’d not seen since Zambia in 1988.

Little Ringed Plover

Charadrius dubius
Two on rice fields near Kenema and 3 there next day.

Forbes’ Plover

Charadrius forbesi

Singles on the rice fields near Kenema on Dec. 30 and 31. Great views, I had only seen this species once previously at Mwinilunga. The brown forehead is a good character.

Eurasian Curlew

Numenius arquata

Six at Guma River Dec 28 and one near Freetown next day.

Common Greenshank

Tringa nebularia

One at Guma R and one at Moa R.

Green Sandpiper *

Tringa ochropus

I heard one call from the Zimmi GH on Jan. 2, it must have been overflying.

Common Sandpiper

Actitis hypoleucos

One on a river near Freetown and singles on the Moa R.

Sanderling

Calidris alba
Twenty on the Guma R. sandbanks on Dec. 28 and one there on Jan. 7.

Temminck’s Courser 

Cursorius temminckii
Three flushed off the airstrip at Murtala Mohammed Airport, Lagos on Jan 8.

Sandwich Tern 

Sterna sandvicensis

Singles at the Guma R. on Dec 28 and Jan 7 with Royal Terns.

Royal Tern

Sterna maxima albididorsalis

This was a good bird for me being an African continent tick and a new subspecies, the very white forehead and orange bill being notable. There were about 300 in a roost at Guma R on Dec 28 and 500 there on Jan 7.

African Skimmer

Rhynchops flavirostris

Two unexpectedly flew upriver at the big bridge near Kenema en route to Zimmi.

Feral Pigeon

Columba livia

Seen in Freetown.

Bronze-naped Pigeon Columba iriditorques
Heard much more than seen, but a great view of one at Gola East.

Red-eyed Dove

Streptopelia semitorquata

Quite common and widespread.

Laughing Dove

S. senegalensis

A few around the Freetown area.

Blue-spotted Wood-Dove

Turtur afer

Quite common.

Tambourine Dove

T. tympanistra

Quite common.

Blue-headed wood-Dove

T. brehmeri

This was heard quite often but was hard to get into view, apart from a great responsive one at Kambui Hills North on Dec. 31.

African Green Pigeon

Treron calva

Widespread in small numbers, max. 8 at Kambui North.

Senegal Parrot

Poicephalus senegalus
Two near Zimmi and 2 over at Tiwai were all we saw.

Great Blue Turaco 
Corythaeola cristata
Frequently heard and quite often seen in rain forest, with 9 visiting a fruiting tree on the edge of Gola East forest.

Guinea Turaco 

Tauraco persa
Only 3 seen, in a riparian forest patch at Bumbuna.

Yellow-billed Turaco 

Tauraco macrorhynchus
Quite often heard and seen well at Guma Dam on Dec 28 after a fly-by the previous day. Three at Kambui North on Jan. 1.

Western Plantain-eater 

Crinifer piscator
I saw 4 from the car as we were rushing to get to Magburaka before dark, and thought they’d be easy, then we saw no more until a single near Freetown on Jan 7, a late save for Joan for whom this was a lifer.

Levaillant’s Cuckoo 

Clamator levaillantii

One at Tiwai.

Common Cuckoo

Cuculus canorus

One at Tiwai was unexpected.

Klaas’s Cuckoo

Chrysococcyx klaas

Heard quite often and one seen near Magburaka.

African Emerald Cuckoo

C. cupreus
One heard at Kambui south, and a great view of a male at Kambui North on Jan 1.

Senegal Coucal

Centropus senegalensis

Singles near Kenema.

Black-throated Coucal * 

Centropus leucogaster
Calling distantly on Tiwai Is. but as with Semliki no chance to see the damn thing.

Rufous Fish-Owl  *

Scotopelia ussheri
Two mobile owls calling distantly on Tiwai about 2000 came in to my recording of the unfamiliar calls, a double low prolonged hoot, only to remain frustratingly close but out of view. I even saw a branch waving in a bamboo thicket as one took off. Kenneth swore blind this was Rufous Fishing Owl; the calls have a similar tone to the CD of that species but are a different cut. I suspect this is what they are as none of the other West African owls species fits. Damn. I tried again at 0500 and got one answering but again would not come in, very fruistrating.

Pearl-spotted Owlet 

Glaucidium perlatum
Two watched at length at Bumbuna appear to be a range extension as seemingly not present in Sierra Leone according to all the books? It seems odd not to be recorded, as the habitat looks ideal.

Black-shouldered Nightjar

Caprimulgus nigriscapularis

One was singing in the farmbush on the way back from Kambui South and proved very tape responsive, we had it fly right past several times. This was a long overdue tick, and the voice is distinct to that of Fiery-necked Nightjar, being higher pitched.

Long-tailed Nightjar 

Caprimulgus climacurus
At least 7 on the Zimmi-Tiwai Is. road on Jan 4 gave really good looks. A nightjar in the road at Guma Village on Dec 28 had a churring song and was probably this species.

African Palm Swift

Cypsiurus parvus

Fairly common around the Freetown and Bumbuna area.

Common Swift 

Apus apus
Small flocks of 30-40 were quite widespread around Zimmi and Kenema.

Little Swift


Apus affinis

A few around Freetown and Zimmi.

Malachite Kingfisher

Alcedo cristata

Quite common, seen at Guma, Kenema etc.

African Pygmy Kingfisher

Ispidina picta
One at Bumbuna and one at Kambui North.

Grey-headed Kingfisher

Halcyon leucocephala

A few sightings, max 3 near Kenema.

Woodland Kingfisher

Halcyon senegalensis
Four sightings, first at the shanty-town at East Freetown.

Blue-breasted Kingfisher

Halcyon malimbica

One at Kambui South and a fantastic one on the Moa R. from the boat (and me sans camera of course!), with another on Tiwai.

Pied Kingfisher

Ceryle rudis

Strangely, just two all trip, on a river near Freetown.

Little Bee-eater

Merops pusillus

Two near Zimmi.

White-throated Bee-eater

Merops albicollis

Widespread, we had up to 20 on several days.

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater

Merops persicus
8 seen near Guma then 5 next day and 6 on Dec 29.

Broad-billed Roller

Eurystomus glaucurus
Seen on 5 days, the first near the East Freetown shanty, max 4 on Jan 5.

White-crested Hornbill 

Tockus albocristatus
One flew across the Moa R. as we were on the boat, and luckily I was able to call it back for a super perched view, what a strange bird this is and what a great voice. I only had a brief flight view in Semliki before.

Black Dwarf Hornbill 

Tockus hartlaubi
My penultimate African hornbill, a perched bird by a small mixed flock on Tiwai on Jan 5 gave super looks and was one of my birds of the trip. What a shame that we dipped on Brown-cheeked.

Red-billed Dwarf Hornbill 

Tockus camurus
I taped one in on Tiwai, a nice lifer for Joan and a favourite of mine, with fantastic voice and weird colouration.

African Pied Hornbill 

Tockus fasciatus
The commonest hornbill, seen throughout, sometimes in small flocks of 6-10 birds.

Piping Hornbill 

Ceratogymna fistulator
Fairly common in forest, max. 10 on Tiwai.

Yellow-casqued Hornbill 

Ceratogymna elata

This big hornbill was a major want of mine and it was fairly widespread in forest. The first were 6 scoped and flying up at Guma Dam on Dec. 28, then 2 at Kambui North, and pairs on Tiwai.

Naked-faced Barbet 

Gymnobucco calvus
One by Guma Village on Dec 28, then 3 at Kambui South Dec. 31 and a flock of 11 in a fruiting tree at Kambui North on Jan. 1. Where oh where was the supposedly common Bristle-nosed Barbet?

Speckled Tinkerbird 

Pogoniulus scolopaceus
Widespread in small numbers, we saw 4 birds on 3 days

Yellow-throated Tinkerbird

Pogoniulus subsulphureus
Two at Kambui North on Jan. 1.

Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird

P. bilineatus
One seen at Guma Dam and one on the peninsula.

Hairy-breasted Barbet

Tricholaema hirsuta

One at Tiwai on Jan. 3.

Little Green Woodpecker 

Campethera maculosa
One at Guma Dam on Dec 28 and a male at Bumbuna Dec. 30, a West African endemic.

Melancholy Woodpecker 
Dendropicos lugubris
A pair gave great looks by the entrance to the chimp sanctuary on Dec. 29, and there was a pair at Kambui North.

Fire-bellied Woodpecker 
Dendropicos pyrrhogaster
One was seen nicely and taped back at Tiwai on Jan 5.

Sand Martin 

Hirundo riparia
A few around Tiwai.

Barn Swallow

H. rustica

Small nos. of this migrant were seen in the more open habitats. Still need H. lucida!

Red-chested Swallow

H. semirufa

Just one seen on the very first day near Freetown.

White-throated Blue Swallow 

Hirundo nigrita
Two by the girder bridge on the river near Kenema en route to Zimmi, and a couple around Tiwai, all seen on rocks in the river. I walked 22 km for this one in Semliki!

Pied-winged Swallow

Hirundo leucosoma
It reminded me of Pearl-breasted Swallow but with big white patches on the secondaries, a very striking species that seems very scarce; we only saw 3 on Dec 29 at a site near Regent Town.

Lesser-striped Swallow

Cecropis abyssinica
Fairly common around Freetown area, max. 30 in one day.

Preuss's Cliff Swallow 

Petrochelidon preussi
Two over the savanna by the Pied-winged Swallows, with a probable seen the day before en route to Guma, and then one near Kenema.

Common House Martin 

Delichon urbica

Forty near Bumbuna on Dec. 30.

Square-tailed Saw-wing

 Psalidoprocne nitens
Two at Guma Dam on Dec 28 and 2 at Gola East.

Fanti Saw-wing 

Psalidoprocne obscura
A common bird, far more so than P. nitens, we saw 6 at Guma dam, 30 next day there, 10 at Bumbuna and 10 near Bo.

Blue Cuckoo-shrike 

Coracina azurea
A male at Gola East in poor light on Jan. 4, sat up for ages atop a tree.

African Pied Wagtail

Motacilla aguimp
Just a few on river rocks around Tiwai.

Yellow Wagtail

M. flava

Singles at Bumbuna and Kenema.

Yellow-throated Longclaw

Macronyx croceus

Two were at the Pied-winged Swallow site at Regent Town.

Plain-backed Pipit

Anthus leucophrys
One near Guma Village and 4 near Bo.

Common Bulbul

Pycnonotus barbatus

Widespread.

Little Greenbul

Andropadus virens
One at the prinia-site at Bumbuna and one at Tiwai, but often heard.

Little Grey Greenbul 

Andropadus gracilis
Greenbuls were the most numerous forest birds, especially Little A. virens, but were difficult to i.d. unless seen or heard well. This species was seen at Guma Dam, Bumbuna and Tiwai.

Ansorge's Greenbul 
Andropadus ansorgei
One was at Kambui North.

Slender-billed Greenbul 

Andropadus gracilirostris
Seen at Guma Dam, Gola East, and Tiwai.

Yellow-whiskered Bulbul 
Andropadus latirostris
Seen at Guma Dam and Kambui North, with a juv. being fed at the former site.

[Golden Greenbul 

Calyptocichla serina]

A single with a pinkish bill seen briefly at Kambui South was almost certainly this species.

Honeyguide Greenbul 

Baeopogon indicator
Two very responsive at Kambui South and one on Tiwai.

Spotted Greenbul 

Ixonotus guttatus
A single on Jan. 2, then 3 next day at Gola East.

Simple Greenbul/Leaflove 

Chlorocichla simplex
The first were two at Guma Dam on Dec. 28, then two birds were seen at Bumbuna and Tiwai and it was heard at Gola East.

Swamp Palm Greenbul 

Thescelocichla leucopleura
One from the boat on the Guma River, then 3 at Gola East.

Icterine Greenbul 

Phyllastrephus icterinus
Two at Kambui South on Dec. 31. I’ve seen the very similar Xavier’s Greenbul in Semliki.

Common (Red-tailed) Bristlebill 

Bleda syndactyla
One on Tiwai Is.

Green-tailed Bristlebill * 

Bleda eximia
Heard at Guma and Kambui South. If the Ugandan subspecies is split this becomes a tick.

Grey-headed Bristlebill 

Bleda canicapilla
The last tick of the trip was this West African endemic, at the chimp sanctuary woodland before we got evicted on Jan 7. Seen well as it foraged among the leaf litter.

Red-tailed Greenbul 

Criniger calurus
One seen nicely at Gola East.

Yellow-bearded Greenbul 

Criniger olivaceus
A single was at Guma Dam on Dec 28 with a feeding flock.

Western (Yellow-spotted) Nicator *

 Nicator chloris
Heard at Guma Dam.
Finsch's Flycatcher-Thrush 

Neocossyphus finschii
One at Guma Dam Dec. 28, then singles on two dates on Tiwai. 

African Thrush

Turdus pelios
One at Guma Dam and 4 near Regent Town, with two there later.
White-tailed Alethe 

Alethe  diademata
Fantastic close views of two of this split from Fire-crested Alethe (A. castanea) at Guma Dam on Dec 28, the white in the tail being quite striking.

Brown-chested Alethe 

Alethe poliocephala
Two at Guma Dam, where sympatric with White-tailed Alethe, and one there Jan 7.

Tawny-flanked Prinia

Prinia subflava
One at Bumbuna was it for the trip!

Sharpe's Apalis 

Apalis sharpii
Common by voice but only a few sightings as mostly high in canopy. My first were at Kambui North on Jan 1 when we saw 3 very well, and I saw males on Tiwai too.

Oriole Warbler

Hypergerus atriceps

A great bird, one of the stars of the trip, the first time I’ve been in its range. It was singing like a thrush in bamboo by the stream at the East Freetown shanty. The white scaling on the bluish black head was quite well marked and it is a surprisingly large species.

Green-backed Camaroptera

Camaroptera brachyura
One at Kambui North.

Moustached Grass Warbler

Melocichla mentalis

One on the track near Bumbuna on Dec 30.

Senegal Eremomela

Eremomela pusilla

A very nice look at this fairly striking Eremomela at Bumbuna on Dec 30. My first sighting since 1980.

Green Crombec

Sylvietta virens

One at Kambui North on Jan. 1.

Green Hylia

Hylia prasina

Commonly heard, and seen at Tiwai, Gola East and Guma Dam.

Willow Warbler

Phylloscopus trochilus

Small numbers seen around Regent Town and Bumbuna, also at Tiwai.

Garden Warbler

Sylvia borin

One at Regent Town was a nice find of a species I’d not seen for ages.

Northern Black Flycatcher

Melaenornis edolioides
One was at Bumbuna.

African Forest-Flycatcher 

Fraseria ocreata
One at Guma Dam was the only record.

White-browed Forest-Flycatcher

Fraseria cinerascens

One from the boat on the Moa River in riparian fringing bushes gave good looks, an unexpected pick-up.

Ussher's Flycatcher 

Muscicapa ussheri
Two of this West African endemic at Guma Dam on Dec 28, perched high on dead snags, then two more on Jan. 2 at Gola East.

Cassin's Flycatcher 

Muscicapa cassini
One on riverine rocks at the Kenema girder bridge and one at the Moa River.

Pied Flycatcher

Ficedula hypoleuca

One at Bumbuna and 1 at Kambui North, were both female plumaged.

Snowy-crowned Robin-chat

 Cossypha niveicapilla

Two along the stream by the East Freetown shanty were our only record.

Whinchat

Saxicola rubetra

Two at the Regent Town savanna scrub, one at Bumbuna and one near Kenema.

(Western) Forest Robin 

Stiphrornis erythrothorax
A nice view of one in the forest on Tiwai, taped in. Sinclair splits this from S. xanthogaster of Congo and Uganda, so might be a tick at some point.

African Shrike-flycatcher 

Megabyas flammulatus
A pair in forest, Western Peninsula on Jan. 7.

Black-and-white Shrike-flycatcher (Vanga Fly.)

Bias musicus
A male on the way to Kambui South on Dec 31.

Chestnut Wattle-eye 

Platysteira castanea
One at Kambui North, 1 at Tiwai and a pair on the Freetown Peninsula.

Chestnut-capped Flycatcher 

Erythrocercus mccallii
2 at Kambui North on Jan. 1.

Blue-headed Crested-Flycatcher 

Trochocercus nitens
One male at Gola East.

Black-headed Paradise-Flycatcher

Terpsiphone rufiventer

Singles at Guma Dam on two dates, one on Tiwai and 3 at Kambui North.

African Paradise-Flycatcher

Terpsiphone viridis

Two at Kambui North.

White-necked Rockfowl 

Picathartes gymnocephalus
The reason we did the Sierra Leone trip, we saw 3 of this iconic species at about 1730 on the very first afternoon, after a 10-minute wait, at a nest site at Guma Dam. There were 3 old nests on the overhang walls, clay-mud cups attached to the rock face. The birds came hopping through and one sat preening in good view for some time, a bizarre large creature with a quite stout bill and yellow face patches on the white neck. I’d wanted to see one ever since I read “The Bafut Beagles” by Gerald Durrell, when I was aged about twelve. This was Joan’s final family, # 204 of 204 and we’d got 8 of the last ten on my trips, so the celebratory champagne was well deserved, the # 1 bird nabbed on day one. It was a great shame that we dipped at the very atmospheric Kambui hills site, very unlucky there I think. I wonder how long these birds will withstand this much pressure from visitors though? The protocols need to be carefully defined, especially as the nest sites seem to be where you have to go to see the birds.

Pale-breasted Illadopsis 

Illadopsis rufipennis
Two skulking birds on Tiwai came in to tape eventually.

Blackcap Babbler 

Turdoides reinwardtii
Two birds seen very nicely in scrub at Bumbuna.

Brown Babbler *

Turdoides plebejus
One party heard at Bumbuna.

Tit-Hylia

Pholidornis rushiae

Joan saw one at Guma but I never got a clear look, so finding one feeding quite high in a tree at Gola East on Jan 3 was great. I was surprised at how bright the yellow underparts and rump appeared on such a tiny short-tailed species. This was one of my birds of the trip for sure.

Scarlet-tufted Sunbird 

Deleornis fraseri
One at Guma Dam on Dec. 27 and two there next day.

Mouse-brown Sunbird 

Anthreptes gabonicus
One in mangroves on the boat trip from Guma #1 River resort, the only one of the entire trip.

Green Sunbird

Anthreptes rectirostris

One at Gola East, and two probables at Guma on the last day.

Collared Sunbird 

Hedydipna collaris
These were quite common, seen at Guma Dam, Kambui North and Tiwai most days.

Blue-throated Brown Sunbird 
Cyanomitra cyanolaema
One male at Tiwai.

(Western) Olive Sunbird 
Cyanomitra (olivacea) obscura
Common in the understorey of forest throughout. A dubious split.

Buff-throated Sunbird 

Chalcomitra adelberti
A male at a flowering tree at the Kenema Pastoral Centre was the only one we saw!

Olive-bellied Sunbird 

Cinnyris chloropygius
One at a flowering tree on the Regent Town chimp track on Dec 29.

Johanna's Sunbird 

Cinnyris johannae
A male at Guma Dam Dec 27, and males at Gola East each day, with a female at Guma on the last day. A fine, striking and quite large sunbird

Variable Sunbird


Cinnyris venustus

Seen at the Hotel Mariam, Guma, Regent Town and Bumbuna. The commonest sunbird.

African Yellow White-eye 

Zosterops senegalensis
Seen at Regent Town and Kambui North.

Western Black-headed Oriole

Oriolus brachyrhynchus


A couple of sightings at Guma Dam, and one at Kambui North.

Common Fiscal 

Lanius collaris

Three single sightings only.

Black-crowned Tchagra *
Tchagra senegala
Heard at a couple of sites.

Turati's Boubou 

Laniarius turatii
At least 2 seen and others heard at Bumbuna.

Sooty Boubou *

Laniarius leucorhynchus
Heard in farmbush at Gola East.

Sulphur-breasted Bush-shrike 

Telophorus sulfureopectus
Two seen well at Bumbuna.

Chestnut-bellied Helmet-shrike 

Prionops caniceps
Parties of 6 seen well at Kambui North on Jan. 1 and 4 at Gola East on Jan. 3, a striking bird. Sinclair splits West African P. caniceps from P. rufiventris the Rufous-bellied Helmet-shrike, which is the one we hoped for in Semliki last year.

Shining Drongo

Dicrurus atripennis

Seen well at Guma Dam Dec. 28 and very vocal there, again also on Jan 7. In good light the very shiny plumage was visible and tail has only a shallow fork.

Fork-tailed Drongo

D. adsimilis

Just two in Gola East.

Velvet-mantled Drongo

D. modestus
I thought I saw one at Guma on Dec. 27; the tail seemed too well forked for Shining Drongo.

Pied Crow

Corvus albus

Common, and seen almost very day.

Emerald Starling 
Lamprotornis iris
Scope views of one of this beautiful dark eyed and emerald green Upper Guinea endemic at Bumbuna on Dec 30, but just one bird only. 

Copper-tailed Glossy-Starling 
Lamprotornis cupreocauda
Just three of this Upper Guinea endemic seen at Kambui South in a fruiting tree on Dec. 31.

Violet-backed (Amethyst) Starling

Cinnyricinclus leucogaster

Two females at Bumbuna.

Black-necked Weaver

Ploceus nigricollis

A pair at Regent Town at a flowering tree in the chimp sanctuary scrub.
Village Weaver

Ploceus cucullatus
Common, and seen most days.

Yellow-mantled Weaver 

Ploceus tricolor
A single was with the feeding flock on Tiwai.

Vieillot's Weaver 

Ploceus nigerrimus
Four sightings of single birds, but one at Bumbuna appeared to be the regular black form with the yellow eye and was thus presumably the following species; the one at Gola East was of the chestnut and black race castaneofuscus which was amazingly distinctive. This same subspecies was also seen at Regent Town.

Maxwell's Black Weaver 

Ploceus albinucha
A single male was in forest at Tiwai with the Black Dwarf Hornbill feeding party, the rather small size, white eye and grey nape being distinctive. Pleasing as I had an almost tickable one in the scope in Congo on the Semliki R. but the view was just too brief. A black weaver at Bumbuna was also (and retrospectively) presumably this species

Red-vented Malimbe 

Malimbus scutatus
Three males and a female seen in the Bumbuna area.

Gray's (Blue-billed) Malimbe 

Malimbus nitens
Three sightings of two birds each time, the first in mangroves along the Guma R. where old nests of this species were frequent. Also seen at Regent Town and Kambui North.

Red-headed Quelea

Quelea erythrops
A male in breeding dress in the savanna scrub at Regent Town was unexpected.

Chestnut-breasted Negrofinch 

Nigrita bicolor
One at Kambui North was rather unobliging.

Grey-headed Negrofinch 

Nigrita canicapilla
Seen at 4 sites, including Guma Dam, Gola East and Tiwai.

Crimson Seedcracker 

Pyrenestes sanguineus
A pair and a juv. at the stream by the shanty town in East Freetown and one male at the Regent Town chimp scrub, feeding on the track.

Red-billed Firefinch

Lagonosticta senegala

Four seen at the East Freetown shanty site.

Common Waxbill

Estrilda astrild

Two seen at the Bumbuna prinia site. Orange-cheeked Waxbill is supposedly common in SL, yet we saw none and this species still eludes me.

Bronze Mannikin

Spermestes cucullatus
Small flocks at Bumbuna and Tiwai.

Black and White Mannikin

Spermestes bicolor

Four at Bumbuna and 2 at Gola East.

Village Indigobird

Vidua chalybeata

A pale-billed male indigobird at Bumbuna was presumably this species? I did not note the leg colour.

Pin-tailed Whydah

Vidua macroura
Two males at Bumbuna.

Yellow-fronted Canary

Serinus mozambicus

Two at Regent Town.

Grey-headed Sparrow

Passer griseus

Widespread in small numbers.

  

Mammals

I had hoped for Pygmy Hippo on Tiwai, but the night boat trip got unilaterally

cancelled by Kenneth as one of his money saving schemes, much to my annoyance. Chances of seeing the hippo are small but it would be worth a try.

Green Vervet Monkey

Chlorocebus (aethiops) sabaeus

One in mangroves at Guma River, a split from Vervet Monkey C. aethiops.

Sooty Mangabey

Cercocebus atys
One on Tiwai on Jan. 5.

Diana Monkey

Cercopithecus diana
This was a rather beautiful species that I saw on Tiwai, with a buffy-white chest and red hind thigh. Endangered.

Western Red Colobus 

Piliocolobus badius
12 seen on Tiwai on Jan. 5, and quite vocal there, this is a different species to the Ugandan Red Colobus P. tephrosceles. Endangered.

Western Black and White Colobus *

Colobus polykomos

Noisy on Tiwai but stayed out of sight, a different species to the Ugandan and Kenyan ones.

Genet sp.

A strange sandy linsang-type beast was spotlit in the trees one night on Tiwai, identity still a mystery.

Bush Squirrel sp.

A species with a barred tail was at Guma, and one with an unbarred tail was quite common around Bumbuna, Kenema and Gola East.
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