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Led by Phil Gregory

Itinerary

This was a private trip in quest of the endemics of the outback and mallee Australia. We began in Adelaide, where the taxonomically challenged Adelaide Rosella gave good views, as did Musk Lorikeet. Driving to the mallee, we made a late afternoon stop at Billiat NP for Purple-gaped Honeyeater, which duly obliged. Hattah-Kulkyne proved very rewarding, with great views of the rare Mallee Emuwren and very close Chestnut Quail-thrush. We were full of hope for the easiest of the hard triumvirate here, the Striated Grasswren, but 3 hours of combing the usual spinifex sites led to our finding none for the second trip in a row! Go figure….. Still, Yellow Rosella and a stunning male Regent Parrot of the rare and spectacular golden eastern race were nice. 

Broken Hill gave us a chance to catch up with Chris Eastwood, dine at the Social Democratic Club and visit the pub featured in Priscilla Queen of the Desert. The local reservoir had regrettably distant Freckled Duck, which was a must see for Bob and Dee in particular- they now have to renegotiate their marriage contract! A big flock of Chirruping Wedgebill gave good views next day, and skulking but flighty Redthroat eventually came through. 
The next stop was Tibooburra in NSW, as the basis for our attempt on Grey Grasswren. though much gibber plain en route remained devoid of the eponymous chat.  The dry and dismal swamp was less heart breaking than last time, with Orange Chats nearby and some sort of a view of the dreaded Grey Grasswren to boot. The afternoon gave us a singing Pied Honeyeater and nice looks at Bluebonnet, then we were off to Cameron Corner, with a beautiful flock of Bourke’s Parrot and the scarce Banded Lapwing en route. The Eyrean Grasswren failed us at km 25 and was very difficult at km 36 west, with nanosecond views and a hearing record to show for the effort, though a consolation Blue-winged Parrot was both pleasing and unexpected. The rains had also meant a bloom of wildflowers and the dunes were carpeted with yellow flowers, a gorgeous sight. 

The drive to Thargomindah via the 120 km diagonal short cut NE from Cameron Corner to Naryilco Station was in good condition, with just a bit of blown sand in places. A Central Bearded Dragon that was incredibly tame was the highlight en route, though the puncture at Noccundra was a low-point, and we were indebted to the guy with the hydraulic jack for bailing us out and enabling us to get to Thargo not long after dark, thankfully avoiding striking any kangaroos en route.

Thargo gave us a noisy flock of migrant White-browed Wood-swallows feeding in the gums, with a few Masked for good measure, and Lake Bindegolly again gave great Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos feeding by the car park, plus the only Black-tailed Native-hen of the entire trip (sorry Sarah!) and an abundance of Pied Honeyeaters.

Eulo Bore yielded a responsive White-browed Tree-creeper, then it was time for Bowra and the fabled Shearing Shed. The weather was kind and it was quite warm this time, though many of the nomadic species had gone through and we sadly saw no Plum-headed Finches or Little Buttonquail. The amateur astronomer Julian and his amazing GPS guided telescope gave us wonderful views of Jupiter, Alpha Centauri, the Jewel Box star cluster and the fabulous globular cluster of Omega Centauri. Returning to earth, we had found Hall’s Babbler without trouble, and next morning we got Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush, with stunning views of a pair not 50m from the car, then a whole group calling down the ridge later that morning. Other good birds here were Black Falcon, Pallid Cuckoo and Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo. Overall Bowra was a great success, a really enjoyable and different sort place with some great cooking from Lucy.

Driving west from Thargomindah we visited the Dig Tree of Burke and Wills expedition fame, and finished up at Innamincka where the catering in the pub was some of the best of the trip, just don’t ask for a decaf!  More stargazing gave us the Magellanic Clouds (at a good stakeout) and more globular clusters, as well as the amazing dark nebulous Emu that snakes across the galaxy and whose head ends in the Coal Sack Nebula below the Southern Cross.

Bob, Dee and I visited the Coongie Lakes, seeing masses of wildflowers and waterfowl plus two fortuitous Banded Whiteface during a speculative habitat check, whilst an amazingly grey and white kestrel gave us flickers of excitement for a short while. Heading down the Strzelecki Track, the gas fields around Moomba were an incongruous sight and the track itself like a regular highway here. Cinnamon Quail-thrush showed well near Innamincka, and a stop at Montecollina Bore for lunch came up with a catch-up Banded Whiteface for Dave, then two highly unexpected Eyrean Grasswrens at a most useful new locality. The Strzelecki Crossing, strangely enough the only unnamed creek along the entire route, gave us Bluebonnet and Red-browed Pardalote. 

Our initial recce of the old mine site near Lyndhurst was very productive, as we found a party of 5 Chestnut-breasted Whiteface quite easily, nicely taking off the pressure for next day. Clearly there had been reasonable rainfall and everything had greened up amazingly since mid-May, when it was a dry and dusty moonscape here.

Next morning we picked up very obliging Rufous Calamanthus and Chirruping Wedgebill, and eventually after about 2 and a half hours, everyone got onto the singularly unobliging Eastern Thick-billed Grasswren.  Heading back to town, we checked the newly grassed areas some 5 km north of the Strzelecki Track sign again, as there had been Banded Lapwing there in the morning, and Dame Fortune smiled as we found a flock of the quite incredible Inland Dotterel. Even better, when we went back in the afternoon for scope views we had some trouble relocating them, but when we did find some there were two Gibber Chats out in the same weedy area! Two of the trip megaticks at the last gasp, both erratic and hard to find! A visit to the highly eccentric local character Talc Alf (Cornelis Johan Alferink) and his sculptures and a look at the ochre pits completed what proved to be a great day.

We drove down through the Flinders Ranges, enjoying the lovely scenery and enduring the final grasswren death march of the trip in the spinifex at Stokes Hill Lookout for the newly split Short-tailed Grasswren. Dave scored almost immediately with a scurrying bird, but it took the rest of us some time to get glimpses, and complete the series with a success rate of 4 out of 5 or 80%, missing the most widespread one which is I suppose the best way to do it if you don’t get them all! Elegant Parrot was a nice pick up here too.

The final day saw us cruise on down to Adelaide via the samphire flats at Port Gawler, where Samphire Thornbill was the final tick of the trip for Bob and Dee.

My thanks to Sue Gregory for doing the complex logistics and dealing with various queries and problems with her usual aplomb. Also thanks to various Birding–aus correspondents for advice on the Grey Grasswren situation. So, great trip guys, my thanks for the chance to put it together. Thanks to Carol, Michael and Sarah (Painted Honeyeater indeed!) for humouring us bird fanatics, I hope everyone has fond memories of Outback Australia 2004.

Phil Gregory, Cassowary House, Kuranda, Queensland June 2004-07-13

SPECIES LIST

Names follow current Australian usage as per the field guides, not the confusing and inappropriate ones arbitrarily imposed by Sibley & Monroe and followed by Clements in a classic act of cultural imperialism! Pronunciation depends on where you come from!

Emu Dromaius novaehollandiae
Small numbers this trip, beginning in Hattah-Kulkyne. There were a dozen or so around Lyndhurst, and a few in the Flinders Ranges. A bizarre find was an eggshell at Bowra in which some mammal had defecated! 
Australasian Grebe Podiceps novaehollandiae

Dave saw one south of Noccundra, and another at Bowra. A few were at the Coongie Lakes also.

Hoary-headed Grebe Poliocephalus poliocephalus

One at Cameron Corner waterhole was a Queensland tick for Phil, by all of 50m!

Great-crested Grebe P. cristatus
Six at the Coongie Lakes were unexpected.

Australian Pelican Pelecanus conspiciillatus


Flocks were in some somewhat dry places, reflecting the recent rainfall in the arid zone.

Little Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax melanoleucos

 
A couple at Broken Hill, and four over Thargomindah one morning, then lots at Port Gawler.

Great Cormorant P. carbo

One with the two smaller congeners over Thargomindah was unexpected. Quite a few were at the Coongie Lakes.

Little Black Cormorant P. sulcirostris

Small flocks were seen at Bowra and Thargomindah, then hundreds at the Coongie Lakes and over Cooper Creek.

Australian Darter Anhinga novaehollandiae

Dave saw two at Bowra, and there were a couple on the billabong near Eulo. Also a single at the Coongie Lakes

White-faced Heron Ardea novaehollandiae

A few were seen around at Bowra, and one near the Coongie Lakes, then more at Port Gawler.

White-necked Heron Ardea pacifica
A few were seen at Bowra and near Eulo, and again along Cooper Creek /Coongie Lakes.

Great Egret Egretta alba

A couple near Eulo and Thargo, and again at Port Gawler.

Nankeen Night Heron Nycticorax caledonicus

Twenty-five were roosting at the Cullyama waterhole near Innamincka.

Australian White Ibis Threskiornis molucca

A few at the billabong near Eulo and again near Adelaide.

Straw-necked Ibis T. spinicollis

Fifteen at Bowra and some on Cooper Creek by the Dig Tree, then more by Burke’s grave.

Royal Spoonbill Platalea regia
One flying high over at Bowra, three at the billabong near Eulo, with four at Cullyamma waterhole and one over Coongie Lakes.

Yellow-billed Spoonbill Platalea flavipes
Seven at the billabong near Eulo were an unexpected find, then two more over the Coongie Lakes.

Blue-billed Duck Oxyura australis

An uncommon and local species, we saw a few at  Stephen’s Creek Reservoir at Broken Hill.

Freckled Duck Stictonetta naevosa
Two distant birds were a good find at Stephen’s Creek Reservoir at Broken Hill, in high winds and bad light. Listed as Near Threatened in the BirdLife classification.

Australian Shelduck Tadorna tadornoides


 Two at Montecollina Bore were a surprise, then a few more at Port Gawler.

Black Swan Cygnus atratus


A few were seen at Stephen’s Creek Reservoir, and some on a river in Adelaide.

Australian Wood Duck Chenonetta jubata

A few in Adelaide and near Cameron Corner.

Pacific Black Duck Anas rubripes


Just a few in Adelaide and at Lake Bindegolly.

Australasian Shoveler Anas rhynchotis
Two pairs on the billabong near Eulo were an unexpected find of a scarce and local species, and were a Queensland tick for Phil.

Grey Teal A. gibberifrons


The commonest duck of the trip, widespread on wetlands.

Plumed Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna eytoni

Twelve on the river at Bowra were unexpected this far to the south west.

Pink-eared Duck Malacorhynchus membranaceus
Great views of this extraordinary duck on floodwater near Cameron Corner, at Bowra and near Eulo. Also two on Lake Coongie itself.

Hardhead Aythya australis

Dave saw some at Broken Hill, there was a drake on the billabong near Eulo and three on Cooper Creek at the Dig Tree. Hundreds were on Lake Coongie.

Black-shouldered Kite Elanus axillaris
Surprisingly scarce all trip, Dave saw one in transit in the mallee, and we all saw one at Bowra before a couple at Port Gawler.

Black-breasted Buzzard Hamirostra melanosternon
Two beautiful adults soaring low by the campsites near Lake Coongie, perhaps nesting? One of the guild of quite rare Australian raptors.

Black Kite Milvus migrans
Fairly common in the dry areas, but we saw none at Bowra despite it being in nearby Cunnamulla.

Whistling Kite Haliastur sphenurus

A few in various sites including Bowra and the Cooper Creek system.

Swamp Harrier Circus approximans
Two at the Coongie Lakes, and a harrier sp. that may have been an imm. Spotted. One at Port Gawler.

Brown Goshawk Accipiter fasciatus

A few around Bowra and one in the desert near  Naccolowrah.

Collared Sparrowhawk Accipiter cirrhocephalus 


Singles at Bowra and by Burke’s Grave.

Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila audax

Quite common in the arid regions, day counts of ten and twelve were the maxima. 

Little Eagle Hieraeetus morphnoides
A single over the Coongie Lakes camping area, and one at the Strzelecki crossing, never a common bird.

Brown Falcon Falco berigora

This strange and very large almost harrier-like falcon was quite widespread in small numbers.

Black Falcon Falco subniger
Dave lucked into one at Bowra; this is quite an elusive and rare species. Sadly its even rarer Grey cousin did not make an appearance for us.

Nankeen Kestrel F. cenchroides

We saw small numbers but it was widespread, and included one that initially appeared grey and white in the desert near the Coongee Lakes, though clearly too small and short winged for the hoped for Grey Falcon.

Australian Hobby F. longipennis

A couple were seen at Bowra only this trip.

Brolga Grus rubicunda

Two at Thargomindah were calling noisily but only gave a brief flight glimpse. 

Black-tailed Native-hen Gallinula ventralis
We saw just a single adult at Lake Bindegolly of this highly irruptive species, with none around Adelaide or at Bowra. A fortunate find as it turned out!

Common Coot Fulica atra


Quite a few were out by the Coongie Lakes.

White-headed Stilt Himantopus leucocephalus

Four seen on floodwater near Cameron Corner.

Red-capped Plover Charadrius ruficapillus

Ten or so by the Moomba gas terminal were unexpected. Four distantly at Port Gawler.

Black-fronted Dotterel Elseyornis melanops

Small numbers seen on many wetlands.

Red-kneed Dotterel Erythrogonys cinctus

Three showed nicely at Port Gawler 

Inland Dotterel Peltohyas australis
What a moment, on the very last possible day, we found a dozen or so on green sward 5 km north of the Strzelecki Track sign at Lyndhurst, no doubt attracted by the rain fed growth. Very nice views, with more in the afternoon and this time with the aid of Dave’s scope, though I failed in my attempt to convince Carol that an Emu was one! They also led to us finding the Gibber Chat, when we tried again in the afternoon, and this was clearly one of the birds of the trip.

Banded Lapwing Vanellus tricolor
Six in the Corner Country near Bollards Lagoon, and two en route to Noccundra. One was near Copley south of Lyndhurst. This is always a sparse and elusive species.

Masked Lapwing Vanellus novaehollandiae novaehollandiae
The southern form, known as Spur-winged Plover, was seen a few times in the wetter areas. The intergrade zone with the northern form V. m. miles is quite narrow and a case could be made for a split.

Greenshank Tringa nebularia
 
A couple of over-wintering birds were seen at Port Gawler.

Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis


Four at Port Gawler, presumably over-wintering birds.

Silver Gull Larus novaehollandiae

A couple at Wentworth, home of the bad-tempered staff of the Paddleboat Café, were quite well inland, as were two on the Cullyamma waterhole near Innamincka.


Little Tern Sterna albifrons
 
A few at Port Gawler, with a possible fairy Tern initially but the light was too bad to be sure.

Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica

A couple at Lake Bindegolly, then some at Coongie Lakes.

Caspian Tern Sterna caspia

Four were at the Coongie Lakes.

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus

A flock of 35 flew through at Lake Bindegolly, and then seen again at Port Gawler.

Feral Pigeon Columba livia

Big flocks in Broken Hill.

Spotted Turtle-Dove Streptopelia chinensis

Seen in Adelaide

Crested Pigeon Ocyphaps lophotes

Seen almost daily, but commonest in the dry country.

Diamond Dove Geopelia cuneata

Up to 30 at Bowra. Heard at Coongee lakes.

Peaceful Dove Geopelia striata

A few at Bowra and the Coongie Lakes.

Galah Cacatua roseicapilla
Abundant in the dry areas, and seen every day.

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo C. galerita

A few were seen in Adelaide only.

Little Corella C. sanguinea
Small numbers in NSW and Queensland, including Bowra, then hundreds in the desert around Innamincka, a beautiful sight when flying with the Galahs there and feeding on the gravel desert.

Major Mitchell’s (Pink) Cockatoo C. leadbeateri
The beautiful and uncommon bird showed very nicely at Lake Bindegolly, then at Bowra, where four feeding on paddymelons gave superb views. A pair showed well next day prospecting at a hole in a dead tree until a Nankeen Kestrel scared them away.. 

Cockatiel Nymphicus hollandicus
Small numbers at Bowra but strangely none further inland despite recent rains. This is an irruptive nomad and can be tricky to find some years.

Rainbow Lorikeet Trichoglossus haematodus

Scarce this trip, only seen in Adelaide.


Musk Lorikeet Glossopsitta concinna

Good views in Adelaide.

Purple-crowned Lorikeet G. porphyrocephala

A couple at Tailem Bend on the Murray were a surprise addition.

Mallee Ringneck Barnardius (z.) barnardi

Small numbers at Bowra, Broken Hill and at Hattah-Kulkyne. Two at Crystal Brook north of Adelaide were unexpected as the Port Lincoln Ringneck Parrot would have been more likely.

Yellow Rosella P. (e) flaveolus
This distinct mallee form was seen nicely at Hattah-Kulkyne, anywhere but Australia it would be a split.

Adelaide Rosella P. e. adelaidae

Nice views of five birds in the Botanic Gardens in Adelaide, taxonomically uncertain but seemingly a stabilised hybrid between Yellow and Crimson Rosellas. Anywhere else but here it would have specific status since it maintains its identity.

Eastern Rosella P. eximius

A couple of fly-bys in Adelaide.

Bluebonnet Northiella haematogaster
We did well for them this trip, finding them first near Pinnaroo, then at Lake Bindegolly, Bowra, and near Cameron Corner. All were of the red-vented nominate race haematogaster, except for one of the race pallescens at the Strzelecki Crossing.

Red-rumped Parrot Psephotus haematonatus
This species was quite common, with good flocks at Hattah-Kulkyne and again around the Cooper Creek system. Also some seen near Port Gawler.

Mulga Parrot P. varius
We saw just a few of this attractive species, the first at Hattah-Kulkyne then a couple at Bowra. 

Bourke’s Parrot Neopsephotus bourkii

An outstanding trip for this uncommon bird, which gave superb views. The first were at least fifteen 75 km west of Tibooburra along the Cameron Corner road. Then seen again near Noccundra, and a single at Thargomindah by the river there. Dave also saw them at Bowra.

Blue-winged Parrot Neophema chrysostoma
A single immature was in a bush 36 km west of Cameron Corner, only identified later when we checked the head pattern. The blue wings were hidden in the bright light and only showed in flight.

Elegant Parrot N. elegans
A total of eight feeding in the porcupine grass at Stokes Hill Lookout near Willow Springs were unexpected, and two flew over the highway south of Leigh Creek earlier. The feeding birds gave very nice views, the males having a dark blue frons bordered by pale blue above. These small Neophema can be tricky on brief views.

Budgerigar Melopsittacus undulatus
Just a few tens at Bowra in the relatively green areas where there had been some recent rain, far less than there were here in mid-May. We got some lovely views in the bushes near the shearing shed; it really is a great little bird. None seen further inland despite recent rains.

Red-winged Parrot Aprosmictus erythropterus

A few were seen nicely at Bowra.

Pallid Cuckoo Cuculus pallidus

Great views at Bowra after hearing one at Eulo. One immature was at the Coongie Lakes.

Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcyx

The first was seen by some near Cameron Corner, then seen and heard calling at Bowra, and again at the Coongie Lakes.

Southern Boobook N. novaehollandiae
Dave and family got one in daylight at Bowra, and it called there briefly one night.

Spotted Nightjar Eurostopodus argus
Dave got one in the headlights near Thargo, and another at Bowra on a night booze foray to Cunnamulla.

Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo novaeguineae

One was seen by some at Cunnamulla only, amazing that it was not seen at Bowra or Thargo!

Red-backed Kingfisher T. pyrrhopygia

One at Bowra gave fine views, alongside a Sacred Kingfisher on one afternoon.

Sacred Kingfisher T. sanctus
Two at Bowra were unexpected as I would have expected them to have gone north by now. Two seen later at the Cullyama waterhole.

Welcome Swallow Hirundo neoxena


Widespread, but only in small numbers.

White-backed Swallow Cheramoeca leucosternus
Up to three of this uncommon species were seen in the Corner Country, including in Queensland and SA. Ten seen on the Strzelecki Track drive.

Tree Martin H. nigricans

Widespread, lots around Cooper Creek particularly.

Fairy Martin H. ariel

Seen at Lake Bindegolly and Bowra.

Common Blackbird Turdus merula


A few were seen in the Adelaide and mallee district suburban areas. Also one near Port Pirie.

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Coracina novaehollandiae


Surprisingly few this trip, just a few birds in the wetter regions.

White-winged Triller Lalage tricolor

Quite a few were in the wetter country at Bowra and along the track to Innamincka.

Australasian Pipit Anthus australis
Still in most of the Aussie Field Guides as Richard’s Pipit, this is long since split, with the New Zealand bird a further recent split. It was a widespread bird occurring in both dry and moister habitats, even out on the gibber plains in the desert and around Tibooburra.

Rufous Songlark Cinclorhamphus mathewsi
Good numbers at Bowra where there had clearly been an influx, also at the Dig Tree and Lake Coongie where it was in the same new growth weedy areas as the congener.

Brown Songlark C. cruralis

Nice views at Lake Coongie, actually alongside Rufous Songlark.

Grey Fantail R. fuliginosa

 A few seen at Bowra only this trip.

Willie-wagtail R. leucophrys

Seen almost daily, even out along the Strzelecki Track.

Restless Flycatcher M. inquieta
A couple lived by the billabong at Bowra. The northern race nana is a possible split from this the nominate race of the Paperbark Flycatcher.

Hooded Robin Melanodryas cucullata


Seen at Hattah-Kulkyne and Bowra.

Jacky Winter Microeca fascinans

Seen at Bowra and Hattah-Kulkyne.

Red-capped Robin P. goodenovii


Lots around Bowra and a few around Tibooburra.

Rufous Whistler P. rufiventris

Quite common in dry woodland habitats.

Grey Shrike-thrush C. harmonica

Seen well at Bowra, and also at Hawker and Port Gawler.

Crested Bellbird Oreoica gutturalis

Good views at Hattah-Kulkyne and Bowra.

Grey-crowned Babbler Pomatostomus temporalis

Nice views at Eulo, it has seriously declined in the southern portions of the range.

Hall’s Babbler P. halli
My site at Bowra came good again with nice views of two birds. The broad white supercilium like that of White-browed Wood-swallow, dusky belly and small size were distinctive on a good view. Bob and I later saw a group of seven out by the stony ridge. This species was only recognised in 1964 and was the second last to be newly described from Australia (other than splits).

Chestnut-crowned Babbler P. ruficeps

Our first were at Broken Hill where they had a nest, then we had a few groups at Bowra, Thargomindah and near Tibooburra.

Chirruping Wedgebill Psophodes cristatus
A flock of about twenty showed well at Broken Hill common, then we picked up odd birds at Pyampa Station, Lake Coongie and near Lyndhurst. The grating call is very distinct and we got good views of them.

Chestnut Quail-thrush Cinclosoma castanotum
A female plumaged bird gave very close views at Hattah-Kulkyne NP, and Dave also saw the male briefly here. Next day we had saw another female during the Striated Grasswren search, one flushing close to Phil and rocketing off like a quail. This is the eastern nominate race.

Cinnamon Quail-thrush C. cinnamomeum
We did well with this species, seeing a pair in lovely clear morning light not far south of Innamincka, and another flying across the track later. Sadly still none were in Queensland!

Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush C. castaneothorax
A stony ridge at Bowra was the spot, and here we got really close views of a male and female amongst the small mulga bushes, not 50m from the car on our first attempt, a really great bird. Later a curious call rather like that of Red-browed Pardalote proved to be from this species, and we saw two males and a female further down the ridge, with another calling nearby. Then next day Bob and I had three males together at the dry creek 6.2 km from the main house, feeding unobtrusively and not calling. All had the black throat, chestnut breast and black pectoral band of the male, though one was better marked with black and white on the scapulars Quite why they were together is a puzzle. This is the eastern nominate race.


Splendid Fairywren M. splendens
Fine views of several rather pale bellied males, and a couple of brown bird female/immatures of this beautiful bird at Bowra.

Variegated Fairywren M. lamberti
A few seen at Bowra and in the Corner Country, and at the new Eyrean Grasswren site along the Strzelecki Track.

White-winged Fairywren M. leucopterus

Quite common in the drier areas, including a few adult males.

Mallee Emuwren Stipiturus malachurus
We got great views of two pairs of this scarce restricted range species in Hattah-Kulkyne. I thought this would have been harder than the Grasswren, but not so……

Short-tailed Grasswren Amytornis merrotsyi
This split from Striated Grasswren was frustrating at Stokes Hill Lookout near Willow Springs, where we had brief views of a couple of birds running and flying through tall porcupine grass clumps, but never got a really good view of any. Surely the Pilbarra form whitei is equally splittable?

Eyrean Grasswren A. goyderi
This intriguing species (that was lost for almost 100 years until 1961) was found on a cane grass covered dune 36 km west of Cameron Corner. The first was basically almost a UTV, though we did hear it call as well.  We then unexpectedly found two more at the bore along the Strzelecki track, in sand hillock country, which gave much better views and allowed us to see the white underparts and lack of malar stripe. 

(Eastern) Thick-billed Grasswren A. textilis modestus
Phil found one in the late afternoon at the old mine site near Lyndhurst, which gave brief views but was pretty difficult to see. Next day we then found at least one pair in the same area and after much effort got good views, though the usual was of one scurrying away across a patch of sandy ground between clumps of bluebush. This form is very distinct to the nominate western birds and must surely be a split., far more distinct than either of the two newly promoted forms the Short-tailed and Kalkadoon Grasswrens.

Grey Grasswren A. barbatus
The news was that 3 were seen the day before by a birdo we met in Tibooburra, so we felt moderately encouraged until we reached the dismal dry swamp again. The light was shocking, being fierce, bright and in our eyes, so it was hard to make out whether any birds we found were fairywrens or grasswrens. Phil found a small group in a lignum clump on the swamp edge, and got flight views as well as very brief calling, but no plumage was seen other than a white loral area like a whiteface. Dave eventually got one scurrying across a gap in the plant life and associating with the Variegated Fairywrens, but that was it for three plus hours hard yakka flogging. I hate this place! 

Shy Hylacola (Heathwren) Hylacola cautus

Great views of one at Hattah, a pleasing find.

Rufous Calamanthus (Fieldwren) C. campestris
Three or four seen very nicely during our walk around the old mine site near Lyndhurst. This can be a difficult skulker. It was singing as well, despite the cold weather. This is sometimes split from the Western Fieldwren, which becomes C. montanellus if so.

Redthroat Pyrrholaemus brunneus
After much effort, we all got views of several very flighty birds with White-winged Fairywrens at the common by Broken Hill.

Weebill Smicrornis brevirostris

Common at Hattah-Kulkyne, and a couple in the Flinders Ranges.

Inland Thornbill A. apicalis

A couple at Bowra, this is the dry country replacement of the Brown Thornbill. The birds Dave saw at Wilpena Pound belong here rather than with BrownThornbill

Chestnut-rumped Thornbill A. uropygialis
Common in the dry country, the first were at Hattah, and it was widespread at Bowra.

Slender-billed (Samphire) Thornbill A. iredalei

We got great views of two or three birds in samphire and bushes at Port Gawler, after some searching. This is the race rosinae, endemic to this habitat in SA.

Buff-rumped Thornbill A. reguloides
Dave saw some at Wilpena Pound.

Yellow-rumped Thornbill A. chrysorrhoa

Common at Hattah, where they feed like diminutive pipits out on the grass. Also seen at Bowra.

Yellow Thornbill A. nana

Our sole sighting was of one at Hattah-Kulkyne.

Southern Whiteface Aphelocephala leucopsis
We did well for these, finding them at a lot of the drier localities including near Cameron Corner, Bowra, Coongie Lake and Strzelecki Crossing. 

Chestnut-breasted Whiteface A. pectoralis
We lucked in on our first afternoon visit, as there were five feeding and calling near the old mine site, and at least one near the grasswren site. Great views of a rare and restricted range species, classified as Near Threatened. Dave joins the highly select 3-whiteface species in a day club! For good measure, we saw two near the mine tailings apron next day too.

Banded Whiteface A. nigricincta
We dipped nears Cameron Corner, but Bob got us on to two beauties near Lake Coongie on a speculative check of the dune slack habitat. Dave then found another in the sand dunes at the Montecollina Bore 220 km north of Lyndhurst, a useful new site.

Brown Tree-creeper C. picumnus
Good views of the pale southern nominate race at Bowra, where it was common, and at Cooper Creek.

White-browed Tree-creeper C. affinis
Very nice views of a bird taped in amongst the tall the mulga at Eulo bore. This is a very uncommon and patchily distributed species.

Mistletoebird Dicaeum hirundinaceum

Seen out in the desert along the Strzelecki Track, and quite widespread in general.

Spotted Pardalote Pardalotus punctatus

 Good views of this lovely species at Hattah-Kulkyne.

Red-browed Pardalote P. rubricatus 

One seen at Coongie Lake and another at the Strzelecki Crossing. The call really is very like one call of Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush!

Striated Pardalote P. striatus
 
Good views at Bowra.

Silvereye Zosterops lateralis

A few were seen at Hattah.

Singing Honeyeater Lichenostomus virescens
Common in the dry areas and at Port Gawler.

White-eared Honeyeater L. leucotis


Good views at Hattah-Kulkyne, one of the less common species.

Purple-gaped Honeyeater L. cratitius
The Billiat Conservation Park mallee is a good stake out for this uncommon bird, which again came in to the tape.

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater L. ornatus 
Dave saw it at Hattah-Kulkyne on this trip.

White-plumed Honeyeater L. penicillatus 

Common in the dry country, beginning in Adelaide and extending east as far as Bowra.

Noisy Miner M. melanocephala

First seen in Adelaide and then again (and unexpectedly) at Hattah.

Yellow-throated Miner M. flavigula
This poorly named species is common in the dry country. Pale-rumped Miner would be a far more appropriate name, and I can’t even blame Sibley and Monroe/ Clements for it!


Brown-headed Honeyeater M. brevirostris
Good views of a couple of small flocks in the mallee at Hattah.

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater Acanthogenys rufogularis
This species was common in the drier areas and even a few at Bowra.  Abundant and very vocal by the motel at Hawker.

Red Wattlebird A. carunculata
The first was near Tailem Bend, then seen again at Lameroo and Pinnaroo. Finally seen at Crystal Brook north of Adelaide too.

New Holland Honeyeater P. novaehollandiae
Common near Tailem Bend, but absent further north.

Pied Honeyeater Certhionyx variegatus
The first of this difficult irruptive species was one singing in mulga near Tibooburra. It was present in good numbers and singing at Lake Bindegolly, where we saw up to 15 in a day, but there were none at Bowra where it was common in mid-May.

Black Honeyeater C. niger
Phil saw one flying in the distance over the stony ridge at Bowra, but it was gone far too quickly. This is another of the irruptive migrants and is always elusive, though Ian tells me there were lots here in January.

Little Friarbird P. citreogularis

A few were seen at Bowra and Thargo.

Noisy Friarbird P. corniculatus

A few were seen in flowering gums at Bowra.

Blue-faced Honeyeater Entomyzon cyanotis
Seen in Thargomindah and at Bowra.

Brown Honeyeater Lichmera indistincta

A few seen at Bowra only.

Crimson Chat Ephthianura tricolor
Seen daily in the SW Queensland area with 5 near Cameron Corner and up to 30 at Bowra, this is another of the nomadic species.

Orange Chat E. aurifrons
Good views of some strangely plumaged birds near the Wompah Gate in Queensland, a pair at the Grey Grasswren site, two again in SA near Cameron Corner and finally three at Moomba.

Gibber Chat (Gibberbird) Ashbyia lovensis
A great find on about the last opportunity of the trip were a pair out in the gibber some 3 km north of the Strzelecki Track sign just north of Lyndhurst. We had stopped to scan for Inland Dotterel, which we found, then decided to walk out and flush them, finding the chats in the annual plant covered gibber en route. Some three inches of rain had fallen since mid-May and it has made a huge difference here. We got brilliant views as the birds were quite confiding, seeing the pale eye, pale tail tip, dark legs and pale yellow underparts, which were brighter in the male. They were somehow reminiscent of short-tailed wheatears.

White-fronted Chat E. albifrons
Dave saw one somewhere north of Cameron Corner, then we found a few at Lyndhurst airstrip and in the same area as the Gibber Chats, and a male near Leigh Creek next day. Also a couple at Port Gawler.

Magpie-lark Grallina cyanoleuca

Common in the north and south, scarcer in the centre.

White-winged Chough Corcorax melanorhamphus
A flock at Bowra, a spectacular large unique and strange colonial breeding species

Apostlebird Struthidea cinerea

They first appeared at Thargomindah and were quite common at Bowra.

Masked Wood-swallow Artamus personata
Just three or four were seen at Thargomindah with the White-broweds, very much an irruptive migrant.

White-browed Wood-swallow A. superciliosus
150+ in a noisy group feeding from the flowering gums at Thargomindah, it is another of these irruptive nomadic migrants.

Black-faced Wood-swallow A. cinereus

The white-vented race is common throughout the drier areas.

Grey Currawong Strepera

 
Dave saw one in the Flinders Ranges.

Pied Butcherbird C. nigrogularis

Just a handful seen, starting Hattah and again at Bowra

Australian Bell-Magpie Gymnorhina tibicen

Seen daily, even out on gibber plains in the Sturt Stony Desert.

Spotted Bowerbird Chlamydera maculata
Good views of this species in SW Queensland, we saw them at Lake Bindegolly, Bowra and Thargomindah, with up to five in a day. Ian showed us a fine bower at Bowra and Carol, Michael and Sarah were lucky enough to see one displaying and showing its purple daisy-shape nape patch.

Australian Raven Corvus coronoides

This large crow with the bawling call was quite common in the coastal and desert areas of SA, and in SW Queensland.

Little Raven Corvus mellori


Quite common in SA and Victoria around Pinnaroo.
Little Crow Corvus bennetti

 A few seen along the Strzelecki Track, also around Cameron Corner and at Tibooburra.

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris

Seen in Adelaide and at Broken Hill.

House Sparrow Passer domesticus
Even seen at Innamincka, Lyndhurst, and Cameron Corner.

Double-barred Finch Taeniopygia bichenovii

A few at Bowra.

Zebra Finch Taeniopygia guttata

Common at Bowra with up to 150 in a day, also seen in the Flinders Ranges and at Lyndhurst.

Mammals
Western Grey Kangaroo M. fuliginosus

A few seen at Hattah-Kulkyne and then at Bowra.

Red Kangaroo M. rufus

A few seen near Broken Hill.

Common Wallaroo or Euro M. robustus
This large shaggy coated beast, now famous for bearing the same name as the currency of the EU, was first seen at the whiteface site near Lyndhurst, and at a creek nearby, and was common in the Flinders Ranges.

Swamp Wallaby Wallabia bicolor
One bulleted across the road near Lake Bindegolly.

Noxious introduced mammals

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes
One was seen in the mallee area.

Feral Cat Felis catus

Two of this nemesis were seen at Bowra, oh for a shotgun!

Old World Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus

Just a few in the dry country, it seems the calicivirus has depressed numbers considerably.

Dingo Canis lupus dingo. 

One near Lake Coongie This ancient 4,000 years plus introduction by the Aborigines has wreaked havoc on the smaller mammals.

Sambar Cervus unicolor

A herd of 50-60 were out in the saltmarsh at Port Gawler.

Reptiles

Central Bearded Dragon

A torpid one by the track north of Cameron Corner even let Michael and Sarah touch it!
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