Northern and North-Eastern Australia 
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Phil Gregory and Guy Dutson

This trip targeted the few birds that Nancy and Al had not seen on their various previous trips to Australia. We started in Darwin for five days in the Top End, with our first morning at Buffalo Creek - a place with which we were to become very familiar. Chestnut Rails creep out of the mangroves when there is a low tide at dawn or dusk, and little disturbance. As we waited for the tide to drop, we birded the surrounding monsoon forest, picking up our first Top End species – flocks of Varied Lorikeets flew over and Large-billed and Green-backed Gerygones emerged into the first rays of the rising sun. A pair of Beach Stone-curlews ran about the beach but a continuous level of boat disturbance kept the rails away.  Our next stop was the Tiger Brennan Drive area where no rails braved the daylight but we had good views of Brahminy Kite and Collared Kingfisher. After lunch, we called into the Botanic Gardens where the pair of Rufous Owls were very obliging, even opening an eye or two for us. Then onto East Point where a pair of Bush Stone-curlews were most confiding and, after a short walk, a Rainbow Pitta excelled itself. The evening was spent back at Buffalo Creek, where the rails remained hidden.

Next morning we searched Howard Springs for Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove. After a couple of brief calls came to nothing, we were treated to great views of one perched in the sun, and a bonus Rainbow Pitta showed itself well close to the car park.  Back at Buffalo Creek, the tide was dropping but the sun rising high, and Guy dropped Al and Nancy for a rail-watch. After more hidden rails, we drove to Ubirr in Kakadu. On route, a mob of waterbirds beside the road included Pied Herons and a Black-necked Stork, and a recently-discovered site for Southern Boobook gave us fantastic views of this smart owl in daylight. Ubirr in the fading light is a magical place and although the only sandstone species we saw was a Short-eared Rock-Wallaby, the Aboriginal rock art was magnificent. At dinner at Cooinda, we thought we could hear a different howling above the sports fans around the big-screen, and a short drive lead us to great views of a Dingo patrolling the vicinity.

An early morning walk around the base of Nourlangie Rock yielded large numbers of Silver-crowned Friarbirds and just one of the sandstone subspecies of Helmeted Friarbird in the flowering eucalypts. Little else was active from the viewpoint or the trail up onto the escarpment, so we returned down past the rock art and a most obliging Black Wallaroo. After lunch at the visitors’ centre, we started well with a Chestnut-backed Buttonquail flushed after only a few minutes of effort, and a scatter of savanna species such as Weebill and Brush Cuckoo around the campsite at Margal. Back at Nourlangie, we tried hard for Banded Fruit-Dove from the viewpoint, but there was little activity other than a bush-fire. On our return walk past the art, Emerald Doves perched up for close examination.

Our next morning saw us arrive at the foot of the Gunlom waterfall as the sun was rising. The walk to the top of the waterfall was fairly easy and we were greeted by flocks of Rainbow, and later Varied, Lorikeets coming up for the flowering eucalypts. We spent the morning exploring the sandstone outcrops along the creek, finding large numbers of Banded Honeyeaters and a most obliging Chestnut-quilled Rock-Pigeon. Sitting under one of the flowering trees, Guy and Nancy had a close encounter with an unsuspecting Dingo, and then we were all delighted by a white-phase Grey Goshawk. Sadly, our target species, the White-throated Grasswren, was reportedly very rare this season, having only been seen atop the highest escarpments, but we had had a good insight into the sandstone country. After a closer examination of the impressive waterfall, we drove back to the main road and an area of savanna and creek-side monsoon forest where we found a range of common species, notably large numbers of Red-winged Parrots and Sulphur-crested Cockatoos. 

First light saw us at a viewpoint overlooking Pine Creek, and very soon afterwards a series of flocks of Hooded Parrots flew past, alighting in a tree on the next hill. Fortunately, they were still there when we arrived, and we were treated to fantastic views of at least 50, possibly 100, Hooded Parrots before breakfast. Down the road, we stopped at Copperfield Dan, where there were more Hooded Parrots, and Grey-crowned Babblers, and at the Fergusson River, where Long-tailed and Double-barred Finches were drinking. Having seen the parrots so quickly, we elected to take a long detour to Victoria Road Station where Purple-crowned Fairy-Wrens are ‘easy’. Arriving in the heat of the day, we soon heard the wrens but seeing them was not easy. After almost two hours of tramping around and through the towering grass, at last we found a pair next to the road. Half-hidden by the grass, the shimmering crown was quite remarkable, but Nancy did need a little assistance to see over the grass… Hoping to reach Mataranka before dusk, we had no time to stop, but we did reach the Red Goshawk site in time to find a raptor’s nest, complete with two large raptors which turned out to be…Whistling Kites. The directions for the goshawks’ nesting tree seemed incomprehensible and it later turned out that they had indeed moved tree.

So, the next morning, we were relieved to find what looked like a new goshawk nest, but without any birds. We settled in for a long wait, enjoying a range of new species, including Jacky Winter and Masked Finch. Breakfast came and went without any goshawks and we were thinking of giving up when they appeared. We indulged in absolutely fantastic views of the female Red Goshawk perched close to the nest and the male flying around, grabbing twigs, and nest-building. Wonderful! Driving back up to Darwin, we stopped briefly at Fergusson River and Pine Creek before arriving at Buffalo Creek at low tide. As the sun descended, we waited for our rails to appear but a succession of boating novices and fisherchildren probably kept them away from the open mud. Trekking through the mangroves, we did see Mangrove Gerygones, Azure Kingfisher and the mangrove subspecies of Helmeted Friarbird, but the last bird of this leg was the Large-tailed Nightjar calling as we admitted defeat by the rail. 

Phil was recovered enough from his malaria bout to take-over for the Queensland section of the tour, The far north Queensland endemics around Cairns co-operated well and we soon had Fernwren, Atherton Scrubwren, Chowchilla, Mountain Thornbill, Bridled Honeyeater, Golden Bowerbird (which is hard at this time of the year), Tooth-billed Bowerbird and Grey-headed Robin safely under the belt. Noisy Pitta was also a handy find, as was Masked Owl at a new stakeout. White-headed Pigeon was also pleasing as they have been very scarce of late with little food around due to the recent cyclones.

We then headed up to Bamaga at the tip of Cape York where we did really well for the specials, with fine views of Palm Cockatoo, Chestnut-breasted Cuckoo, Northern Scrub-Robin, Yellow-legged Flycatcher, Frill-necked Monarch, Tropical Scrubwren and White-streaked Honeyeater. A foray over to Little Woody Island in rising winds gave us the hoped for Pale White-eye once we found some lee, but disaster struck on the very rough ride back with Phil injuring his back when thrown by a violent lurch, almost going over the side! He carried on in great pain, but luckily we had just about completed our Bamaga birding. 

Lamington gave us the diurnal species very nicely, with amazing Albert’s Lyrebird and lots of Log-runners (which I am sure Nancy had seen before, American vernacular names clouding the issue…..?), also Paradise Riflebird and a bonus Spotted Quail-thrush. Nightbirds regrettably did not co-operate however, always chancy here.

The trip to Bowra gave Phil a speeding ticket, just what he didn’t need, and the special birds came quite nicely with Spotted Nightjar, Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush, Hall’s Babbler, Spotted Bowerbird and Redthroat giving great views. Sadly the Grey Falcon had become elusive and Phil still needs it, missed his chance earlier in the year, There were very few winter birds around, one of those cold seasons with few nomads like wood-swallows or honeyeaters about, the luck of the draw. News of a Grey-headed Lapwing in northern NSW gave us an excuse to partake in Australia’s largest ever twitch sort of en route back to Brisbane, with Phil barely getting back in time to catch his plane!

My thanks to Al and Nancy for the chance to arrange the trip, sorry the nomads were away in the SW and a plague upon Marbled Frogmouth! Thanks also for your forbearance with the lapwing twitch! Apologies for my medical troubles with malaria initially and then the back injury, I hope it did not intrude too much. Thanks to Guy Dutson for taking over from me at very short notice when I got hospitalised, you did well!

SPECIES LIST

Endemics in bold, * denotes a near-endemic   √ denotes a tick for Nancy

* Southern Cassowary Casuarius casuarius

Great views of the male and 3 chicks at Cassowary House each day.

Emu Dromaius novaehollandiae
Great looks out around Bowra.


Australasian Grebe Podiceps novaehollandiae
One at Sesia SP on Cape York was unusual here.

* Australian Pelican Pelecanus conspicillatus
Four on our first day at Buffalo Creek. A few in the south including 3 at Bowra.

Little Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax melanoleucos

 Three on a billabong in Kakadu. One at the Alpaca Farm near Lamington.

Pied Cormorant P. varius

Singles at Buffalo Creek and Copperfield Dam.

Little Black Cormorant P. sulcirostris

Four on a billabong in Kakadu. 60 near Brisbane.

Great Cormorant P. carbo

One near Brisbane.

Australian Darter Anhinga novaehollandiae
One on a billabong in Kakadu.

Lesser Frigatebird Fregata ariel

3 at Little Woody Island in gale force winds.

White-faced Heron Ardea novaehollandiae

Two between Pine Creek and Mataranka. A few in the south.

Little Egret E. garzetta
Ten on a billabong in Kakadu and singles around Darwin.

Eastern Reef Egret Egretta sacra
Up to four seen in coastal areas around Darwin.

White-necked Heron Ardea pacifica
One on a billabong in Kakadu. A single at Bowra.

* Pied Heron Ardea picata
About 40 at Beatrice Lagoons on the road to Kakadu. One at Sesia on Cape York was unusual there.

Great Egret Ardea alba
Small numbers seen around Darwin, maximum 20 at Beatrice Lagoons.

Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia

Only identified once: about five on a billabong in Kakadu.

Cattle Egret Ardea ibis
A few on the tablelands and near Beaudesert.

Striated Heron Butorides striatus

One or two seen on most visits to Buffalo Creek.

Black-necked Stork Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus
One on the way to, and one in Kakadu.

* Australian White Ibis Threskiornis molucca

Only two seen around Darwin, and 6 at Bamaga.

* Straw-necked Ibis Threskiornis spinicollis
Up to 20 seen on several dates around Darwin, small numbers in the south.

* Royal Spoonbill Platalea regia
Eight flying over Mataranka.

Yellow-billed Spoonbill Platalea flavipes
4, 5 and then 6 at Bowra.

* Wandering Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna arcuata 

Four seen in Kakadu (where there are many, many more waterbirds but we didn’t go looking).

* Radjah Shelduck Tadorna radjah
Two seen on the Mataranka to Darwin drive.

Australian Wood Duck Chenonetta jubata
40 near St.George.

* Green Pygmy-Goose Nettapus pulchellus
First 20 seen on two days in the Kakadu area.

Pacific Black Duck Anas superciliosa
Just a few seen in the south.

Grey Teal Anas gracilis
6 at Bowra.

* Aus Shoveler Anas rhynchotis

Two males were on a pond near St. George.

Osprey Pandion haliaetus
One at Bamaga.

Pacific Baza Aviceda subcristata
Three at Daisy Hill gave nice looks.

Black-shouldered Kite Elanus axillaris

Four were seen on the tablelands.

Square-tailed Kite Lophoictinia isura √

Great views of a nesting bird at Daisy Hill, after an anxious wait.

Black-breasted Buzzard Hamirostra melanosternon:

Good views of two pairs on the roads around Mataranka.

Red Goshawk Erythrotriorchis radiatus √
After failing the find the previous nest at Mataranka, and waiting until we had lost hope, 

we were treated to great views of the pair building a new nest. They were wonderfully 

confiding – it’s quite a privilege to see such a rare raptor so well.

Black Kite Milvus migrans
Up to 80 seen daily between Darwin and Mataranka. A few in the south.

Whistling Kite Haliastur sphenurus
Up to 15 seen daily between Darwin and Mataranka, more often around water than the Black Kites. A few in the south.

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus

Singles around Darwin and one near Cairns.

White-bellied Sea-Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster
Two on our first day at Darwin.  One near Bamaga.

Swamp Harrier Circus approximans
Two were up around the Hastie’s Swamp area.

* Spotted Harrier C. assimilis
One at Bowra.

* Brown Goshawk Accipiter fasciatus

Just one seen in Kakadu.

Grey Goshawk Accipiter novaehollandiae √

Good views of a beautiful white-phase bird soaring past us above Gunlom in Kakadu. This large long-winged Accipiter has been split from the smaller Variable Goshawk of New Guinea and nearby islands and is thus now an endemic.

* Collared Sparrowhawk Accipiter cirrhocephalus 

One on our first day at Darwin then one at Cowal Creek near Bamaga and one at Bowra.

* Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila audax
One or two were seen on most days driving between Darwin and Mataranka. One at Mt. Molloy was unusual there. Up to 4 seen at Bowra.

* Brown Falcon Falco berigora
Up to five seen most days between Darwin and Mataranka. One near Mt. Molloy and a couple at Bowra.

* Nankeen Kestrel Falco cenchroides
Lots out on the way to Bowra, we saw up to 10 en route.

Peregrine Falco peregrinus
One calling and occasionally seen high up on the cliffs at Nourlangie in Kakadu.

Australian Brush-turkey Alectura lathami

Common at Cass House and Lamington, and some of the purple-collared race purpureicollis at Lockerbie and Bamaga.

* Orange-footed Scrubfowl Megapodius freycinet

Up to 15 seen around Darwin, especially at Howard Springs.

Chestnut-backed Buttonquail Turnix castanota √

One flushed in Kakadu gave quite acceptable views of this large buttonquail, which is virtually never seen on the ground!

* Brown Quail Coturnix ypsilophora

Up to 6 seen near Hastie’s Swamp.

Brolga Grus rubicunda (H)

Heard at Bamaga.

* Red-necked Crake Rallina tricolor √
One great confiding bird was seen daily at Cassowary House, a real star and a tough species anywhere but here.

Chestnut Rail Eulabeornis castaneiventris (H)

At least one heard in the mangroves of Buffalo Creek – a disappointment of the trip was that the tides were totally unsuitable for this species.

Dusky Moorhen Gallinula tenebrosa
Just one near St. George.

* Australian Bustard Ardeotis australis
Two at Bamaga airstrip were unexpected this far north.

Comb-crested Jacana Irrediparra gallinacea

Two at a Kakadu billabong.

* Bush Stone-curlew Burhinus grallarius
Two seen on our first day at East Point in Darwin. Heard from Cass. House.

Beach Stone-curlew Esacus magnirostris

Two seen at Buffalo Creek on our first day in Darwin.  Two were on the beach at Pajinka near the very tip of Cape York. Quite a scarce bird these days, as they don’t like disturbance.

* Black-fronted Dotterel Elseyornis melanops
Two seen at Pine Creek SP.  and a couple at Bowra.

Masked Lapwing Vanellus novaehollandiae 
Small numbers of the subspecies miles seen mostly in towns between Darwin and Mataranka. The nominate race, surely an incipient species, was seen at many sites in the south.

Grey-headed Lapwing  V.  cinereus

Al and Nancy were a part of the largest twitch ever in Australia, when the amazing news came of this bird at Burren Junction in northern NSW just as we were leaving Bowra. We made a detour back this way in the hope of this and maybe some other nomads, and saw the bird really well early the following day. My thanks to Nancy and Al for their forbearance but it was a great bird!

Banded Lapwing V. tricolor
Two at Bowra were a nice sight of a rather elusive species.

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
Six at Buffalo Creek. 

Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis
One over-wintering bird at Buffalo Creek.

Greenshank Tringa nebularia
Four at Buffalo Creek.

Silver Gull Larus novaehollandiae

Uncommon in the north, with up to 10 seen around Darwin 

Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica
Ten around Darwin.

Lesser Crested Tern Sterna bengalensis
One at Buffalo Creek.

Crested Tern Sterna bergii
6 at Bamaga.

White-headed Pigeon Columba leucomela √
Nine splendid birds feeding under a roadside tree near Malanda, where Phil had seen them a few days earlier. Three were adults and 6 immatures. They have been scarce of late, as the cyclones have meant a food shortage.

.

Spotted Turtle-Dove Streptopelia chinensis (I)

Four in Brisbane.

Brown Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia phasianella
Singles around Kuranda and Lamington.

Emerald Ground-Dove Chalcophaps indica

Two seen near Darwin and three at Nourlangie Rock in Kakadu. Great looks at Cass House.

Common Bronzewing Phaps chalcoptera
Small numbers out at Bowra.

Crested Pigeon Ocyphaps lophotes
Common in the drier areas of the south.

Squatter Pigeon Geophaps scripta √
Four of this declining species near Mareeba and a couple at Georgetown.

Chestnut-quilled Rock-Pigeon Petrophassa rufipennis √
A pair seen in the sandstone above Gunlom were fortunately close to the path saving a trek over the hills! This is one of Australia’s most restricted species, found only in this sandstone massif.

Peaceful Dove Geopelia striata

Up to 10 seen most days between Darwin and Mataranka..

Diamond Dove Geopelia cuneata

A couple at Bowra.

* Bar-shouldered Dove Geopelia humeralis
Up to 10 seen most days between Darwin and Mataranka..

Wonga Pigeon Leucosarcia melanoleuca
One at Lamington.

Wompoo Fruit-Dove P. magnificus
Singles around Cassowary House.

Superb Fruit-Dove P. superbus (H)

Heard at Cassowary House.

* Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus regina √

Beautiful views of a stunning bird at Howard’s Springs, where birds were otherwise calling occasionally but not regularly enough to track them down.

Torresian Imperial-Pigeon Ducula spilorrhoa
Just one late bird seen near Darwin – most migrate out to New Guinea.

Topknot Pigeon Lopholaimus antarcticus √
Just one up at Lake Eacham, food being scarce due to the recent cyclones here.

Red-tailed Black Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus banksii
Up to six of these magnificent parrots seen in Kakadu.

* Palm Cockatoo Probosciger aterrimus

Great looks at this magnificent species at Bamaga, with up to 7 in one day.

Major Mitchell’s (Pink) Cockatoo C. leadbeateri
Five birds 60 km east of Cunnamulla, always a wonderful bird to see.

Galah Cacatua roseicapilla
Up to 50 seen especially on watered grasslands around Kakadu and Mataranka, and 400 out near Bowra.

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo C. galerita
Up to 30 seen around Kakadu and common in the south.

* Little Corella C. sanguinea
About 50 seen at Howard Springs.

Cockatiel Nymphicus hollandicus
Six seen flying over Pine Creek and 8 at Bowra.

Rainbow Lorikeet Trichoglossus haematodus
The red-collared subspecies rubritorques was common, with up to 100 seen between Darwin and Mataranka.  The nominate race was common in the south.

Scaly-breasted Lorikeet T. chlorolepidus √
 Small numbers on the tablelands.

Varied Lorikeet Psitteuteles versicolor √
Three flocks of this species included good perched views in the Darwin Botanic Gardens, an unusual site for it.

Australian King Parrot Alisterus scapularis
Ten at Lamington, where it is very tame.

* Red-winged Parrot Aprosmictus erythropterus
Up to 10 seen most days around Kakadu, and a few out around Bowra.

Mallee Ringneck Platycercus barnardi
Up to 10 out near Bowra. Sometimes lumped with Ringneck Parrot P. zonarius but a better treatment is to make 3 species out of it, also splitting the Cloncurry taxon macgillivrayii as recent genetic work suggests.

Crimson Rosella Platycercus elegans
Common around Lamington. 

Pale-headed Rosella P. adscitus √
A few around the tablelands and at Georgetown.

Northern Rosella P. venustus
One pair found by the creek at Bukbukluk in Kakadu.

Red-rumped Parrot Psephotus haematonotus
Small numbers at Bowra.

Mulga Parrot P. varius
Four at Bowra.

Blue-bonnet P. haematogaster
Small numbers at Bowra.

Hooded Parrot Psephotus dissimilis √
Wonderful views of between 50-100 drinking in the early morning at Pine Creek, and a few more at Copperfield Dam. This very restricted species appears to be doing quite well here.

Brush Cuckoo Cacomantis variolosus
One seen at Margal in Kakadu and one heard at Punsand Bay.

Chestnut-breasted Cuckoo C. castaneiventris
One at Lockerbie was a nice find as they are seldom seen in winter.

Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcyx basalis (H)

One was heard at Bowra.

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcyx lucidus (H)

Heard at Lamington.

Little Bronze-Cuckoo C. (malayanus) minutillus
Two seen in the Pine Creek – Mataranka area. Split by Australian authorities but not by Clements, and in PNG the two forms are not separable.

Gould’s Bronze-Cuckoo C. (malayanus) russatus
Two near Cassowary House and a male a couple of days later. Split by Australian authorities but not by Clements, and in PNG the two forms are not separable.

Pheasant Coucal Centropus phasianinus
Two seen by Bukbukluk creek in Kakadu.

* Masked Owl Tyto novaehollandiae
Two splendid birds at Kingfisher Park by a nest hole, which they took over from Lesser Sooty Owl, This is a very tough Australian bird, lucky to have a stakeout this year.

* Rufous Owl Ninox rufa √
Great views of the pair in the Darwin Botanic Gardens, probably the best stakeout for this rather rare species.

* Barking Owl N. connivens
One heard in Kakadu and a nice roosting bird near Wondecla.

* Southern Boobook N. novaehollandiae √
One found in a barn on the way to Kakadu, giving fantastic daytime views.

Tawny Frogmouth Podargus strigoides
Two great birds at Daisy Hill.

Papuan Frogmouth P. papuensis
Three roosting at Kingfisher Park.

Marbled Frogmouth P. podargus ocellatus (H)

Two were calling in dense monsoon forest at Lockerbie but kept well back, and when we tried the following night it was terribly windy and there was no response. Unlucky.

Spotted Nightjar Eurostopodus argus
Great views of 4 birds at Bowra.

Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus macrurus (H)

Heard at Buffalo Creek.

Australian (White-rumped) Swiftlet Collocalia (spodiopygia) terraereginae
Widespread on the Tablelands and over Cassowary House. This species is now a split from the Pacific Island White-rumped Swiftlets.


Azure Kingfisher Alcedo azurea 

One at Howard’s Springs and two at Buffalo Creek.

Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo novaeguineae
A few in the south.

* Blue-winged Kookaburra D. leachii
One or two seen in the Darwin – Kakadu area.

* Forest Kingfisher Todiramphus macleayii

Several pairs seen around Darwin.

Red-backed Kingfisher T. pyrrhopygia
Four perched on wires on the drive back from Mataranka to Darwin.

Sacred Kingfisher T. sanctus
Three seen around Darwin, especially at Buffalo Creek. One near Bamaga.

Collared Kingfisher T. chloris
One in mangroves in Darwin and heard at Manly.

Yellow-billed Kingfisher Syma torotoro
Nice views of one at Lockerbie.

Rainbow Bee-eater Merops ornatus
Small flocks throughout the Darwin-Mataranka area, maximum 100 in a day. Just a few in the south.

* Noisy Pitta Pitta versicolor √
One at Kingfisher Park was a nice find. Heard at Lockerbie and Phil unexpectedly saw one in Lamington.

Rainbow Pitta Pitta iris √
Great views of one at East Point and another at Howard Springs. This species is unusually confiding for a pitta but no-one has complained!

Albert’s Lyrebird Menura albertii √
A fine male at Lamington, and up to 10 heard in a day. Endemic to a small area of eastern Australia, this is the world’s second largest passerine.

Australasian Pipit Anthus australis
Four at Bowra.

Welcome Swallow Hirundo neoxena
Quite common in the south-west.

Tree Martin H. nigricans
Up to 20 daily at Bowra.

Fairy Martin H. ariel
About 15 between Pine Creek and Mataranka.

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Coracina novaehollandiae
Widespread in small numbers around Darwin, maximum 15 per day, and a few in the south.

Barred Cuckoo-shrike C. lineata 

Four at Cassowary House.

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike C. papuensis
Also widespread around Darwin, maximum 10 per day, and a few near Brisbane. Also seen at Bamaga.

Varied Triller Lalage leucomela
Up to five most days around Darwin.

* White-winged Triller L. tricolor
One in Kakadu and two at Mataranka, and a few at Bowra.

Bassian Thrush Zoothera lunulata
One of the race cuneata at Mt Lewis, and a nominate bird at Lamington.

* Rufous Fantail Rhipidura rufifrons
A few on the tablelands.

* Grey Fantail R. fuliginosa
Quite common on the tablelands.

* Northern Fantail R. rufiventris

Two or three most days around Darwin but fewer in Kakadu

Willie-wagtail R. leucophrys
The occasional birds were seen around Darwin. Common in the south.

Spectacled Monarch Monarcha trivirgatus
Small numbers around Cassowary House, they have suffered due to the cyclones. Also seen at Lockerbie, race albiventris.

White-eared Monarch M. leucotis √
Two near Cassowary House were a good pick up of a scarce bird.

Pied Monarch A. kaupi √
Two day records near Cassowary House, of 2 then 3 birds. A localized endemic.

Frill-necked Monarch A. lorealis √
Newly split from Frilled Monarch which becomes a New Guinea endemic, this is a Cape York endemic which showed well at Lockerbie. The sexes are alike here.

* Broad-billed Flycatcher Myiagra ruficollis
Three seen at Buffalo Creek and Tiger Brennan Drive in Darwin.

* Leaden Flycatcher M. rubecula
Up to five seen most days around Darwin.

* Shining Flycatcher M. alecto

Singles seen at Buffalo Creek and Howard Springs and a female at Lockerbie.

Restless Flycatcher Myiagra inquieta
A couple at Bowra.

* Paperbark Flycatcher M. (inquieta) nana √
Three seen in the Kakadu area were this northern subspecies, now poised to become a separate species.

* Yellow-breasted Boatbill Machaerirhynchus flaviventer
Nice looks around Cassowary House.

* Lemon-bellied Flycatcher Microeca flavigaster
Three or four most days in the Darwin – Kakadu area.

* Yellow-legged Flycatcher M. griseoceps √
This rather scarce bird showed well at Lockerbie at my usual site, where we saw 3 individuals.

* Jacky Winter Microeca fascinans
One seen well at Mataranka, and quite common around Bowra.

Pale-yellow Robin Tregellasia capito

 Up to 4 per day around Cassowary House.

* White-faced Robin T. leucops √
One at Lockerbie, quite a hard species to find here.

Red-capped Robin Petroica goodenovii
 Quite common at Bowra.

Eastern Yellow Robin Eopsaltria australis
Common around Lamington.

Hooded Robin Melanodryas cucullata
Nice looks at Bowra.

Grey-headed Robin Heteromyias  (albispecularis) cinereifrons √
Up to 4 on the tablelands, sometimes lumped with Ashy Robin despite clear vocal and behavioural differences.

* Northern Scrub-Robin Drymodes superciliaris √
A fine view of one at my usual site at Lockerbie, and very different to the taxon in New Guinea in voice, plumage and habits.

* Grey-headed (Grey) Whistler Pachycephala (simplex) griseiceps
A few around Cassowary House. Lumped with Brown Whistler in Australia.

* Brown Whistler P. simplex √
Quite common in monsoon vine forest at East Point and Howard Springs around Darwin.

Golden Whistler P. pectoralis
A couple on the tablelands.

Mangrove Golden Whistler P. melanura
A fine male on Little Woody Island despite the strong winds.

Rufous Whistler P. rufiventris
A few birds seen in the Darwin – Kakadu area and also at Bowra.

Crested Bellbird Oreoica gutturalis
Nice looks out at Bowra.

Little (Rufous) Shrike-thrush Colluricincla megarhyncha
Five seen at Howard Springs and two at Buffalo Creek. Quite widespread on the tablelands.

Bower’s Shrike-thrush C. boweri  √
A couple at Lake Eacham, a FNQ endemic.

* Grey Shrike-thrush C. harmonica

One seen in Kakadu and common at Lamington and Bowra.

* Grey-crowned Babbler Pomatostomus temporalis
Several flocks seen around Darwin, especially at Mataranka. A few at Bowra.

Hall’s Babbler P. halli √

Two flocks of 7 at Bowra, a very local species that was only described in 1964.

Chestnut-crowned Babbler P. ruficeps
Common at Bowra, with up to 30 in a day.

Logrunner Orthonyx temminckii
Great looks at Lamington with up to 15 seen in a day.

Chowchilla O. spaldingii
A fine pair of this elusive FNQ endemic seen at Lake Barrine.

Eastern Whipbird Psophodes olivaceus
Great views at Lake Barrine and Lamington.

Spotted Quail-thrush Cinclosoma punctatum √
A fine female was in the road along Duck Creek as we were heading out.

Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush C. castaneothorax √
Two fine males at Bowra, a great site for a very local species.

Red-backed Fairywren Malurus melanocephalus
Seen at a few sites including up at Bamaga.

Splendid Fairywren M. splendida

Quite common at Bowra in the scrub on the edge of the sandhills.

Variegated Fairywren M. lamberti
A good group at Daisy Hill and near Lamington.

Lovely Fairywren M. amabilis √

A nice look at a pair of this FNQ endemic along Black Mountain Road.

Purple-crowned Fairywren M. coronatus √

The bonus bird of the trip, eventually seen well after a long detour to the Victoria River. Guy was getting worried when none of the birds were co-operating but when it was time to give up, a male did hop out and give good views, even if Nancy needed a lift!

Fernwren Oreoscopus gutturalis √
A fine bird at Mt. Lewis, always an elusive FNQ endemic.

Yellow-throated Scrubwren Sericornis citreogularis
One at Mt. Lewis of the race cairnsii, and nominate birds were common at Lamington.

White-browed Scrubwren S. frontalis
 A few at Lamington.

Atherton Scrubwren S. keri √
Good views at Mt. Lewis and the Crater.

Large-billed Scrubwren S. magnirostris
A few around Black Mountain Road and one at Lamington.

* Tropical Scrubwren S. beccarii √
Four at Lockerbie of the subspecies minimus.
Redthroat Pyrrholaemus brunneus √
A female one day, and then a super look at a pair at Bowra.

Mountain Thornbill A. katherina √
Common and vocal on Mt Lewis where we saw 10, and also seen near the Crater.

Brown Thornbill Acanthiza pusilla
 A few at Lamington.

Inland Thornbill A. apicalis

Up to 6 at Bowra.

Chestnut-rumped Thornbill Acanthiza uropygialis
Common at Bowra with a max. of 40 in one day.

Striated Thornbill A. lineata
A couple of sightings at Lamington. 

Weebill Smicrornis brevirostris
A couple of sightings in the Territory.

* Green-backed Gerygone Gerygone chloronotus
Also seen in the Territory.

* Fairy Gerygone G. palpebrosa (H)

Heard near Cassowary House.

* Large-billed Gerygone G. magnirostris √

Two seen around Darwin – these rather plain warblers prefer riverside trees but can overlap with Mangrove Gerygones along mangrove creeks.

Brown Gerygone G. mouki
 Six along Black Mt. Road.

* Mangrove Gerygone G. levigaster
Three seen at Buffalo Creek.

Southern Whiteface Aphelocephala leucopsis
Up to 10 each day at Bowra.

Varied Sittella Neositta chrysoptera
Four along Duck Creek Road were of the race leucocephala; Two at Bowra.

White-throated Tree-creeper Climacteris leucophaeus
A few of the race minor on the tablelands;  nominate birds were at Lamington.

Red-browed Tree-creeper C. erythrops √
One along Duck Creek Road.

Brown Tree-creeper C. picumnus
Common out at Bowra.

White-browed Tree-creeper C. affinis
Two seen well at Bowra, a scarce species of the mulga and mallee regions.

Yellow-bellied (Olive-backed) Sunbird Nectarinia jugularis
A few on the tablelands.

Mistletoebird Dicaeum hirundinaceum
Three seen in Kakadu. One on Little Woody Island was unexpected here.

Spotted Pardalote Pardalotus punctatus
A few around Lamington.

Red-browed Pardalote P. rubricatus
One at Bowra. Always a very nice bird to see.

Striated Pardalote P. striatus
Small numbers seen most days in the Kakadu-Mataranka areas. 

Yellow White-eye Z. luteus


Five seen on the first day at Buffalo Creek. One on Little Woody Island is way out of published range but I have noted them here before.

Pale White-eye Z. citrinellus albiventris √
Six seen well on Little Woody Island once we got into the lee side. Otherwise only in the Lesser Sundas supposedly, though this race is meant to be in Tanimbar also, a pretty nonsensical distribution. Some taxonomic work badly needed here!

Silvereye Z. lateralis
Just a few on the tablelands.

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater Acanthagenys rufogularis
A few out at Bowra.

* Helmeted Friarbird Philemon buceroides
All three Australian taxa were seen, possibly representing three separate species. Three ammitophila, the Sandstone Friarbird, were seen at Nourlangie and Gunlom ; two gordoni in mangroves at Buffalo Creek and yorki at Cassowary House, sometimes split as New Guinea Friarbird P. novaeguineae
Silver-crowned Friarbird P. argenticeps
About 25 in flowering trees at Nourlangie and about 50 above Gunlom – Australian eucalypt woodlands show the greatest display of nectivorous birds in the world.

* Little Friarbird P. citreogularis
Up to 20 each day in flowering trees in the Darwin and Kakadu area. One at Bamaga.

* Noisy Friarbird P. corniculatus
A couple along Duck Creek Road.

Bell Miner Manorina melanophrys
A lovely chiming colony were in the manna gums down the Duck Creek Road.

Noisy Miner M. melanocephala
Lots at Daisy Hill.

Yellow-throated Miner M. flavigula
A few around Bowra.

* Blue-faced Honeyeater Entomyzon cyanotis
Small numbers around Darwin, with good views at Mataranka. A few in the south too.

Macleay’s Honeyeater Xanthotis macleayana
Great looks at Cassowary House, a FNQ endemic.

* Tawny-breasted Honeyeater X. flaviventer
One up at Lockerbie, this species is mostly in New Guinea and just has a toehold on Cape York.

Lewin’s Honeyeater Meliphaga lewinii
Quite common as we headed south.

Yellow-spotted Honeyeater M. notata √
 A few on the tablelands.

Graceful Honeyeater M. gracilis (H)

Heard at Cassowary House

White-lined Honeyeater M. albilineata √
Good views of two above Gunlom. Although this subspecies looks very similar to the other subspecies in Kimberley, there are large genetic differences and a split is imminent.

Bridled Honeyeater Lichenostomus frenatus  √
One up at Mt. Lewis, a FNQ endemic that becomes elusive in winter.

Yellow-faced Honeyeater L, chrysops
Quite a few in the dry woods at Lamington.

Singing Honeyeater L. virescens
A few seen at Bowra.

Mangrove Honeyeater L. fasciogularis √
Two very showy birds at Manly were a good trip bird.

White-gaped Honeyeater L. unicolor
One or two pairs were seen most days around Darwin - Kakadu.

 Yellow Honeyeater L. flavus √
A few seen around the Cairns area and Mareeba.

White-plumed Honeyeater L. penicillatus
A couple of sightings out at Bowra.

* White-throated Honeyeater Melithreptus albogularis
Pairs seen often in savanna woodland around Darwin to Kakadu, and on the tablelands.

* Brown Honeyeater Lichmera indistincta
One of the noisiest birds in mangroves around Darwin and a few seen or heard most days in Kakadu to Mataranka. Quite common along the East coast too and seen on Little Woody Island.

White-streaked Honeyeater Trichodere cockerelli √
This vocal Cape York endemic gave nice looks at some flowering Grevilleas near Bamaga.

* Brown-backed Honeyeater Ramsayornis modestus
Just a couple at site near Cairns, they can be elusive in winter.

* Rufous-banded Honeyeater Conopophila albogularis
Just two seen near Darwin.

Rufous-throated Honeyeater C. rufogularis
One seen above Gunlom in Kakadu

Eastern Spinebill Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris
A couple of singles on the tablelands and at O’Reillys.

Banded Honeyeater Certhionyx pectoralis √
This blossom-nomad was common above Gunlom where about 30 were seen with many friarbirds and lorikeets. When Guy returned 2 weeks later, there were only a handful, and often they are nowhere to be found!

Dusky Honeyeater Myzomela obscura
Common around Darwin and Kakadu, maximum 20 in a day, and a few at Cassowary House.

* Red-headed Honeyeater M. erythrocephala
Up to eight of this mangrove species were seen at Buffalo Creek. 

* Scarlet Honeyeater M. sanguinolenta √
A couple seen nicely along Black Mountain Road.

* Olive-backed Oriole Oriolus sagittatus

One seen at Mataranka. one at Lamington and one at Bowra.

* Yellow (Green) Oriole O. flavocinctus

A total of seven seen around Darwin and a couple at Cairns.

Australasian Figbird Sphecotheres viridis

Four seen in Darwin and a few around Cassowary House.

Spangled Drongo Dicrurus bracteatus

Up to five seen most days in the Darwin area, and singles in the south.

* Magpie-lark Grallina cyanoleuca
Common in open grassy areas around Darwin, maximum 50 on the drive from Mataranka to Darwin.

Apostlebird Struthidea cinerea
About 15 at Mataranka. Common at Bowra.

White-winged Chough Corcorax melanorhamphos
A couple of sightings at Bowra.

* White-breasted Wood-swallow Artamus leucorhynchus
Common, bolstered by migrants from south, around Darwin, maximum 100 per day.

Black-faced Wood-swallow A. cinereus
Two records of the black-vented melanops between Pine Creek and Mataranka. Nominate white-vented birds were out at Bowra

Little Wood-swallow A. minor
About ten above Gunlom and 6 at Bowra.

Grey Butcherbird C. torquatus
Seen at Lamington and Bowra.

Pied Butcherbird C. nigrogularis
Small numbers seen in the north, mostly around Mataranka, and at Bowra.

* Australian Magpie Gymnorhina tibicen
Widespread in the south.

Pied Currawong Strepera graculina

Common in the South-west and at Lamington.

Paradise Riflebird Ptiloris paradiseus √
A male and female were seen at Lamington, a great relief to me as this can be hard in winter and it’s a low-density species.

Victoria’s Riflebird P. victoriae
Great views of males and females at Cassowary House.

* Spotted Catbird Ailuroedus melanotis
Tame at Cassowary House.

Green Catbird A. crassirostris
We saw up to 8 in day at Lamington which was unusual, they can be quite skulking and seem far less obliging than their northern sibling.

Tooth-billed Bowerbird Scenopoeetes dentirostris  √
Three up at Mt. Lewis, a FNQ endemic.

Golden Bowerbird Prionodura newtoniana √
We did really well here as in winter this is easy to miss. We had a female at Mt Lewis then a pair in a fruiting tree at the Crater. A FNQ endemic.

Satin Bowerbird Ptilonorhynchus violaceus
Common at O’Reillys.

Regent Bowerbird Sericulus chrysocephalus √
A few still about at O’Reillys including some showy males.

Spotted Bowerbird Chlamydera maculata √
Up to 6 at Bowra and also seen at Bollon en route.

Great Bowerbird Chlamydera nuchalis
Several seen most days south of Kakadu.  A few on the tablelands included one at Mareeba Ag College, an unusual site for it.

Torresian Crow Corvus orru
Common in the north, with up to 30 seen daily between Darwin and Mataranka. Also seen at Bamaga.

Australian Raven C. coronoides
 A few around in the South-west.

Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris
Just once seen in the south.

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis (I)

Sadly now as far inland as Inglewood.

House Sparrow Passer domesticus
Just a few at Cunnamulla.

Double-barred Finch Taeniopygia bichenovii
Small numbers seen in the dryer country south of Kakadu.

Long-tailed Finch Poephila acuticauda
Rather more common than Double-bars in the Pine Creek – Mataranka area.

Masked Finch P. personata
A pair near Mataranka.

Black-throated Finch P. cincta √
A pair with nest were near Mareeba, a pleasing find as this species has declined sharply in recent years.

* Crimson Finch Neochmia phaeton
About six seen near Mataranka.

Red-browed Firetail N. temporalis
A few at Kingfisher Park.

*Chestnut-breasted Mannikin (Munia) Lonchura castaneothorax
Nice looks on the tablelands.

Mammals

Western Grey Kangaroo Macropus giganteus A few at Bowra.

Agile Wallaby M. agilis: Small numbers were seen around Kakadu but most common around the springs at Mataranka.

Black Wallaroo Macropus bernadus: Wonderfully close views of a female at Nourlangie Rock.
Red-necked Wallaby Macropus rufogriseus.  Great looks at Daisy Hill.

Short-eared Rock-Wallaby Petrogale brachyotis: One very confiding animal at the rock-art site at Ubirr.

Red-legged Pademelon Thylogale stigmatica  Nice ones near Kingfisher Park.

Red-necked Pademelon  T. thetis Common at O’Reillys.

Musky Rat-Kangaroo Hypsiprymnodon moschatus This strange little macropod was easily seen at Cassowary House.

Northern Brown Bandicoot Isoodon macrourus Great looks at Cassowary House.

Long-nosed Bandicoot Perameles nasuta One at Lamington.

Mountain Brushtail Possum Trichosurus caninus; great looks at O’Reillys where they come to the feeders.

Giant White-tailed Rat Uromys caudimaculatus This big spectacular rodent showed nightly at Cassowary House.

Bush Rat Rattus fuscipes; common at Cassowary House, an endemic rodent.

Fawn-footed Melomys Melomys cervinipes. One at O’Reillys.

Spectacled Flying-fox Pteropus conspicillatus 4 seen at Lockerbie.

Black Flying-fox P. alecto: A total of eight of these large bats seen around Darwin.

Little Red Flying-fox P. scapulatus: Six seen in the daytime in blossoms above Gunlom.

Dingo Canis lupus dingo: One howling in the car-park at Cooinda gave good views but another trotting towards Nancy and Guy above Gunlom was a wonderful daytime sighting.

Brumby Equus caballus: One on the drive to Gunlom. 

Feral donkeys Equus asinus: Three on the drive to Gunlom. 

Phil Gregory and Guy Dutson October 2006 Sicklebill@optusnet.com.au
www.sicklebillsafaris.com
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