Fiji July 3-10 2007

Led by Phil Gregory

This was a private tour in search of the accessible endemics of the islands, made during the winter season when the temperatures are very pleasant and the nights even cool, with rain much less likely.

We visited Colo-i-Suva on Viti-Levu, with a day trip to Monasavu for Long-legged Warbler, Taveuni (Des Voeux Peak and Nabagiono Farm 20 km south of Garden Is. Resort) and Vunisea on Kadavu (Muanakaka FR 6 km south of Vunisea and the road to the north up to 6 km out), and having two nights at each place. We stayed at Raintrees Lodge at Colo-i-Suva, Garden island Resort on Taveuni and Biana Guest-house at Vunisea on Kadavu, all very convenient for good sites.

Species List

Endemics or near endemics in bold; Introduced species (I)

Brown Booby Sula leucogaster
A couple seen off Taveuni

Lesser Frigatebird Fregata ariel

Two males over the airstrip on Taveuni

Pacific Reef Heron Egretta sacra
Seen on Taveuni and Kadavu, all dark phase except for one white phase at Vunisea.

White-faced Heron E. novaehollandiae
One near Nausori airport.

Swamp (Pacific) Harrier Circus approximans

Singles on Taveuni and Kadavu.

Fiji Goshawk Accipiter rufitorques
Common on Taveuni and Kadavu with 3 or 4 seen each day, often heard calling.

Buff-banded Rail Gallirallus philippensis (H)

One was heard at Nabagiono on Taveuni.

Masked Lapwing Vanellus miles
Phil saw one as his plane took off departing Nadi. It’s new colonist here.

Crested Tern Sterna bergii
A few off Taveuni and 6 on Kadavu.

Black-naped Tern S. sumatrana
3 sat on a post off Garden Is. Resort.

Feral Pigeon Columba livia (I)

A few in Nadi

White-throated (Metallic) Pigeon Columba vitiensis
4 en route to Monasavu, and singles on Taveuni and Kadavu.

Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis (I)

A few around Colo-i-Suva and Nabagiono.

Friendly Ground-Dove Gallicolumba stairii

Two seen briefly at Nabagiono, one walking away in the forest and the other flushing off. Another flew down onto the track up Des Voeux Peak early one morning and walked a short way before flying up. Sorry Alan!

Many-coloured Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus perousii
Five en route to Monasavu, then up to 15 at Nabagiono, and heard on Kadavu. Great views of both sexes.

Orange Dove Chrysoenas victor
Two males at Nabagiono gave fantastic views, and we saw another up on Des Voeux Peak, also two or 3 females each day. The birds were singing well, depressing the tail slightly with each call so the bird gave a quiver, and the bizarre “click” call was often heard at both sites.

There is also what seems to be a xanthistic male dove at Nabagiono, which Bobby thought was a Golden Dove. It has been there 7 years and is a very strange yellowish colour, but it is clearly not a Golden Dove. Oddly the call is not the click of Orange Dove, but a subdued bark a bit like Golden Dove; I assume it to be an aberrant Orange Dove and I will post photos on my website.

Golden Dove C. luteovirens
Great views of both males and females at Colo-i-Suva, and en route to Monasavu.

Whistling Dove C. layardi
We saw 3 females on the day we walked the road to the north, getting good views but hard to find, and we heard no males; then had brilliant views of a male at Muanakaka FR next day, calling right by the hut there and with others vocalizing in the casuarina-type forest nearby.

Peale’s Imperial-Pigeon (Barking Pigeon) Ducula latrans
Common and very vocal in the forests of all 3 islands.

Pacific Imperial-Pigeon D. pacifica
3+ birds at Nabagiono on July 6th, coming in late in the afternoon. The bill is only slightly swollen at the cere, not a huge great knob like birds in the Bismarcks. These were my first in Fiji and first nominate race birds

Collared Lory Phigys solitarius
Nice views of a few en route to Monasavu and at Nabagiono, and flocks of about a dozen flying over at Muanakaka.

Red Shining Parrot Prosopeia tabuensis

Great views of 3 then 4 on Taveuni.

Masked Shining Parrot P. personata
Six around Colo-i-Suva, and a couple by Raintrees Lodge.

Kadavu (Crimson) Shining Parrot P. splendens
Quite common around the Vunisea area, coming to feed in the cassava crops late pm. We saw 12 one day and 14 the next. A gorgeous large parrot with a very strange flight, with deep slow wing-flaps, the wings raised very high over the back.

Fan-tailed Cuckoo Cacomantis flabelliformis (H)

Heard on Taveuni, this taxon simus is so distinct I think it may well be a good species. The calls and song are different and it has a melanistic phase.

White-rumped Swiftlet Aerodramus spodiopygius

Quite common on all 3 islands, we saw 10+ per day.

Collared Kingfisher Todirhamphus (Halcyon) chloris

A very distinct form, and the whole complex of 49 taxa is way overdue for radical splitting. We saw the pale and rather Sacred Kingfisher-like vitiensis on Viti Levu and Taveuni, and the very distinct woodland haunting eximia on Kadavu, which has a rufous supercilium and rich buffy flanks with a paler belly and chest.

Pacific Swallow Hirundo tahitica
A few on each of the three islands.

Polynesian Triller Lalage maculosa

Quite common on all 3 islands.

Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer (I)

Common on Viti Levu and extends well inland.

Island Thrush Turdus poliocephalus
Another huge complex of 50 taxa, long overdue for breaking up. We saw layardi on Viti Levu and tempesti on Taveuni, all shy and hard to see well but quite vocal. Strangely none of ruficeps were heard or seen on Kadavu despite us being in quite good forest, it seems to be at a higher altitude there.

Fiji Bush Warbler Cettia ruficapilla
Common on all 3 islands, with the races badiceps on Viti Levu and funebris on Taveuni. The Kadavu birds race ruficapilla have a very rufous cap and some very distinct raspy calls which we did not hear on the other islands, they also seem quite long tailed.

Long-legged Warbler  Trichocichla (Megalurulus) rufa
The site I checked last year without being able to go in came good this time, after a rough, risky and slippery scramble for a couple of hundred metres up a creek bed near Monasavu.

The bird was very difficult, it called initially them moved up-slope, so we followed and it sang really close-by, flying out as soon as I played it back but with me missing it! Aargh, even a flight glimpse is better than nothing! Then followed a long wait before it sang again, and came close giving churring alarm calls, which I taped and played back without response and still with no sight of the bird despite it being nearby.

 After a few minutes it suddenly flew across the stream and perched up some small trees, but I was blocked by a trunk and had to move, getting a fleeting view of it running along a limb then dropping down. Still, at least I did get to see it twice and though I’d have liked a better view, it was far better than no view! It took us about 3 hours of waiting and hoping, and Vili says sometimes you don’t even get a call. A lifer for me but it would be extremely hard with a group, the site is very inaccessible and if they are not mobile basically forget it. The bird reminded me very much of Rufous Thicketbird on New Britain, coming close and being alarmed but still very hard to actually see.

Streaked Fantail Rhipidura spilodera
This was fairly common on Viti Levu and Taveuni in good forest. It seems pretty different to the New Caledonian birds too.

Kadavu Fantail R. personata
Fairly common on Kadavu, with a rather loud song for a fantail, we saw 3 or 4 per day and heard a lot more.

Slaty Monarch Mayrornis lessoni
Fairly common this trip, we saw up to 4 per day on Viti Levu and Taveuni and up to 7 on Kadavu, several times in small groups of 3 or 4 birds that may have been family parties. The harsh scolding call is diagnostic.

Lesser (Fiji) Shrikebill Clytorhynchus vitiensis
Good views on all three islands, seeing a couple of birds per day on Viti Levu and up to 4 on Taveuni and Kadavu.

Black-faced Shrikebill C. nigrogularis
A fine male on the way back from Monasavu, which came in readily to tape once I heard it call, then a pair on Kadavu at Km 3.1 on the road north, the female a big heavy thing much stouter than Lesser Shrikebill. A century tick for me, I’d last seen it in 1996. 

It is now a Fiji endemic as Nendo Shrikebill is a split, and a tough bird to find.

Vanikoro Flycatcher Myiagra vanikorensis
Quite common on all 3 islands, we saw rufiventris on Viti Levu and the richer coloured kandavensis on Kadavu. It is virtually a Fiji endemic, as the nominate is only on remote Vanikoro in the Santa Cruz Islands, Solomons.

Blue-crested Flycatcher M. azureocapilla
This striking and uncommon species gave very nice looks at Colo-i-Suva, then another 3 on Taveuni.

Silktail  Lamprolia victoriae
We saw 5 on Taveuni, 3 of them quite briefly as they foraged through the mid-stratum, then two nicely along a trail, creeping like an Ifrita along mossy boughs. One seemed very dull coloured and may have been an immature. The call is a quiet trilling whistle, very unobtrusive.

Pacific (Scarlet) Robin Petroica (multicolor) boodang

Good views of a pair on Viti Levu, a male on Taveuni and an immature male on Kadavu. These Pacific insular forms are sometimes split as Pacific Robin Petroica boodang.

Golden Whistler Pachycephala pectoralis
We saw three pretty distinctive taxa:

The Viti Levu taxon graeffi has just black marks at the side of the chest and a yellow throat, the female being drab olivey with a pale throat.

The Taveuni race torquata has broad black breast band and yellow throat, and a richer coloured female

The Kadavu race kandavensis has white throat and a narrow black chest band, with a female that is peachy washed beneath with a pale throat, quite rufous brown above.

The whole complex of 64  taxa is way overdue for a massive split-up. It seems pretty clear there must be at least two species in the above groups.

Layard’s White-eye Zosterops explorator
Common on all three islands but especially on Kadavu where we saw over 50 on one day.

Silvereye Z. lateralis
Not as common as the endemic white-eye, but still seen most days with up to 10 on Kadavu.

Orange-breasted Myzomela Myzomela jugularis
Up to 10 on Viti-Levu the first day at Colo-i-Suva, small numbers daily thereafter on Taveuni and Kadavu where we had up to 6 per day.

Wattled Honeyeater Foulehaio carunculata
A few around Colo-I-Suva and lots more heard, and heard on Taveuni.

Kadavu Honeyeater Xanthotis provocator
Three the first day, seen nicely at Vunisea and coming in readily to the tape, the orange facial skin very obvious and the whole bird reminding me a bit of the congeneric Macleay’s Honeyeater, with similar streaky underparts and odd untidy appearance. Seen briefly thereafter, and heard each day.

Giant Forest Honeyeater Gymnomyza viridis
Two very distinct and doubtless splittable taxa seen, with obvious vocal and plumage differences.

The race brunneirostris was vocal around Colo-i-Suva and Monasavu, but very hard to see well, we really just had fly-bys and brief sit-ups.

The race viridis was utterly silent on Taveuni but we had a great view of one and quite reasonable looks at 2 others, the orange bill and legs being very obvious and the very greenish plumage.

Fiji Wood-swallow Artamus mentalis
Quite common on Viti Levu around Colo-i-Suva and en route to Monasavu, and a few on Taveuni, but none on Kadavu.

Australian Magpie  Gymnorhina tibicen (I)

One at Taveuni airstrip, and two near the dateline sign, and two more at Taveuni Estates, with 3 there next day. It is bizarre to see them on a Pacific Island.

Polynesian Starling Aplonis tabuensis
Small numbers of all 3 islands, they were usually seen in pairs, with day maxima of 4 on Taveuni and Kadavu.

Jungle Myna Acridotheres  fuscus (I)

A couple on Viti Levu and a few seen on Taveuni.

Common Myna A. tristis (I)

Common around the coast on Viti Levu and Taveuni but not going inland, and none seen on Kadavu.

Red Avadavat Amandava subflava (I)

A flock of 15 as we came back from Monasavu, quite an attractive small finch and probably harmless here.

Fiji Parrot-Finch Erythrura peali
Six at Colo-i-Suva, 15 next day around and en roiute to Monasavu, and one on Taveuni

Mammals

Samoan Flying-fox Pteropus samoensis
A few on Viti Levu and a small colony at the hotel on Taveuni still.

Pacific Flying-fox P. tonganus
What looked to be larger flying-foxes on Kadavu are presumably this species.

Indian Mongoose Herpestes auropunctatus (I)

One of this menace seen on the way back from Monasavu.

Others

Lion-fish

Two in a tidal pool at Nabogiono, bizarre spiny creatures, one with pinkish spines, the other white, dark reddy-orange body with a few thin white stripes. Quite small. 
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